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North Carolina was now satisfie 

Mr. BYNUM was satisfied with the decision 
of the Chair, but he was not satisfied in regard to 
the imposition which had been practiced upon 
the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS thought, if it was necessary to 
refer the subject to a standing committee at all, 
that it appropriately belonged to the Committee 
on Public Lands; but, for the purpose of having 
speedy action upon it, he would be in favor of 
referring it to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. He considered they had 
information sufficient to enable them to act upon 
it, and therefore could not see the necessity of 
referring the bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means to have their opinion upon it. He con- 


ceived there would be money in the Treasury, || 


after sufficient appropriations were made, for the 
defenses of the country, which he would.go for 
to any reasonable extent. He hoped the bill 
would be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, so that it might have 
the speedy action of the House. 

Mr. LANE obtained the floor, when 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the orders of 
the day; and the House therefore proceeded to 
the special order of the day. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG,, in further 
execution of the special order of the 26th of Jan- 
uary, the House resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and pro- 
ceeded with the consideration of the bill makin 
appropriations for the fortifications of the Unite 
States for the year 1836, (Mr. Mann, of New 
York, in the chair.) ; 

The question pending was the amendment of 
Mr. CamBRELENG, to insert an additional clause 
in the bill appropriating the sum of $700,000 for 
the armamenit of the fortifications. 

Mr. TOWNS, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the committee at length on the subject 
of the surplus revenue, andinreply to Mr. Tnomp- 
son, of South Carolina, or. the course of Messrs. 
Cray and Caxnovn, and in reply to Mr. Bex, 
indefense of the Administration and its principles. 
Mr. T. spoke upwards of two hours; his remarks 
will be given as soon as they can be prepared for 


the press. 

Mr. FRENCH then took the floor, and on his 
motion the committee rose and reported; and then 
the House adjourned. 


ow 


Mr. BRIGGS presumed the see from | P. Rathbone; which was laid on the table, to be 
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By pursuing the course indicated, which was 
| that of waiting for the action of the other House, 
_ would prevent confusion, caused by the Senate 
| sending their fortification bill to the House of 
Representatives, and the House of Represent- 
| atives sending theirs to the Senate; while both 
_ branches would be acting on the same subject in 
| distinct bills, Mr. C. then moved to lay the bill 
on the table. 
Mr. BENTON demanded the yeas and nays. 
| Mr. CLAYTON thought the Senator from 
| Missouri [Mr. Benton] would jeopardize the bill 
| by taking it up now, when the Senate was so 
thin, and suggested whether it would not be better 
| to let it lie over until to-morrow. 
Mr. BENTON said the Senator from Delaware 
| had shown adisposition throughout to go on with 
| the fortifications, and had manifested that dispo- 
sition while serving with him on the committee; 
Mr. WALKER, from the select committee, || and there was no one to whose suggestions he 
to which was referred the bill to carry into effect, || would listen with more respect than his. But, 
in the States of Alabama and Mississippi, the || under the circumstances, he was not willing to 
existing compacts with these States with regard | Preeees = a longer. 
to the five per cent. fund, and the school reserva- || r. CALHOUN was not disposed to elude the 
tions, made a report thereon, accompanied with || question, but wished to meet it fairly. 
an amendment to the bill; which was read; and, Mr. Catnoun’s motion was then rejected —yeas 
On motion of Mr. WALKER, two thousand || 17, nays 22; as follows: 
extra copies were ordered to be printed, and the YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
bill was made the order of the day for Tuesday || Ewing of Ohio, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, 
next. Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, ‘Tomlinson, 
On motion of Mr. EWING, of Ohio, the Com- | aN AY  Mevars. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
mittee on Public Lands was discharged from the || Ewing of Mlinois, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, King 
further consideration of the petitions of William 


| of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, ives, 
M. Yerby and Thomas Tay or. Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, and Wright— 
ADMISSION OF ARKANSAS. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the select committee, 
to which was referred the subject of the admis- 
sion of Arkansas into the Union, reported a bill 
supplemental to the act entitled ‘* An act for the 


called up,as Mr. W. said, when Rathbone’s case 
is considered. 


RESOLUTION. 


_ Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing the widow of 
Peter Smith such sum as would have been paid him under 
the pension act of January 4, 1832, provided his claim for 
a pension under said act had then been admitted. | 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill to authorize the 
Government and Legislative Council of the Ter- 
ritory of Florida to sell the lands heretofore 
reserved for the benefit of a general seminary of 
learning in said Territory; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. BENTON observed, that the fairest way 
of getting at the whole matter would be to take 
the question suggested by the argument of the 

| Senator from Tennessee yesterday; that was, on 


as ; : otion to stri y , i 
admission of the State of Arkansas into the Union, || phic o strike oat all the new works. This 


|| would be the best way of getting at the sense of 
oe en ea ee '| the Senate; and he would withdraw his amend- 
. ° : | ment in order to give the gentleman an opportu- 
read, and ordered toa second reading. nity of making a motion to that effect. — 
On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the bill was | Rt 


r. WHITE would not submit any motion to 
Sir ton thieday week. the special order of the |) strike out; and if any of the fortifications were to 
. ; 


be retained, he was inclined to think there was 
MARY J. BALLARD. 


; : as much merit in the fortifications at Penobscot 
Mr. DAVIS, on leave, introduced a bill pro- || bayas any other. His objections were to appro- 


viding for the further payment of a pension to || priating the whole sum in gross, to be expended 
Mary J. Ballard; which was read twice, and || in different years. He had made no motion, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | would not make anv now. 


BILLS PASSED. Mr. BUCHANAN said the report of the Sec- 





The bill to carry into effect the treaty of limits 
between the United States and Mexico; and 

The bill to provide for the enlistment of boys 
in the naval service, were severally read the third 
time and passed. 

WESTERN BOUNDARY OF MISSOURI. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the bill to |} 
extend the western boundary of the State of Mis- 
souri was taken up, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered,to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 12, 1836. 


Mr, BROWN presented a memorial of sundry 
citizens of Wilmington, North Carolina, praying 
for an aeprencnues to remove the obstructions 
in Cape Fear river, below the town of Wilming- 
ton; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. . 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of 
George Bomford and William W. Seaton; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 








Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of the The bill making appropriations for the purchase |, 


retary of War on the subject of fortifications was 
one of the ablest State papers he had ever read. 


| He believed it had met with the decided appro- 
| bation of every member of the Senate. The views 


of the Secretary were practical, and commended 


themselves to the common sense of all of us, 
| whether military men or not. 


The principles established by that report were, 
that it would be vain and impracticable for us to 


| attempt to erect fortifications along our coast at 

| every point where an enem 

ings and if we even could 
a lar, 


might effect a land- 
0 80, it would render 
ge standing army necessary to provide them 

all with garrisons; and would thus be in opposi- 





town council of Georgetown, South Carolina, 
praying for a survey with a view to the improve- 
ment of their harbor; whieh was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HILL presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of Sullivan county, New Hampshire, 
praying for the establishment of a post route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 


Jud ; 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Elka- 
nah Cobb, praying for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of sun- 
dry inhabitants of” Michigan, praying for the 
establishment of a land office; which was referred 
to the Committee on Sow Lands. dita 

- WALL presen e copy of a judgment 
obtained by the United States against William 


29 





of sites, the collection of materials, and for the Hl tion to the — of our institutions. That forti- 
construction of fortifications, was taken up as the | fications should only be erected to defend our 
special order of the day,; the question being on ‘| commercial cities from the attack of an enemy; 
Mr. Benton’s motion to strike out the appropria- ;, and these ought to be constructed merely for the 
tion of $101,000 for fortifications at Penobscot i} purpose of resisting an assault by sea, because it 
bay, and to insert in lieu thereof $75,000, to be || was not to be imagined that an enemy would or 
applied to the same object in the year 1836, and \| could ever sit down before them on the land side, 
$75,000 in the year 1837. _and besiege them regularly, according to the Eu 
Mr. CALHOUN was not disposed to depart || ropean custom. 
from the usual course of legislation in this case. || he principles of this report would not only 
Bills for fortifications usually originated in the || reduce the number of our fortifications, but their 
House of Representatives, and the Senate could \\ size, and consequently the expenses of their con- 
add to or reduce the amount of appropriations struction. This, with him, was an important 
contained in them, as they thought proper They , object, as he should never be willing to involve 
had before them two propositions—to complete || the countr§ in unnecessary expenditures, merely 
old and to erect new fortifications. He thought || because we had a large surplus in the Treasury. 
they ought, as far as possible, to complete the || What, then, did the present bill, as it had 
old fortifications before new ones were taken up. |! been amended, propose? Simply to appropriate 
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money for the erection of those fortifications | the other House to originate these bills, and the || when they had acted on this ame 


which had been specially recommended by the 
Secretary of War as necessary for the defense 
of our commercial cities. Was there a single 
Senator who did not admit that it was necessary 


to erect fortifications at the proposed points? | 


He believed we were unanimous upon this sub- 
ject. Then what was the question? Itwas one 
merely of time. Shall we appropriate the money 
this year, or wait until the next? For his part, 
he was ready and willing to concur in what he 
understood to have been distinctly recommended 
by the Secretary, and make the appropriations 
at once. It was true that he had also suggested 
the propriety of establishing a board of engi- 
neers for the purpose of making further surveys 
and examinations before any of the worksshould 
be commenced, and had sched an ap »ropriation 
for this purpose. But why shou d we delay 
making the appropriations for the construction 
of the werks until this was done? Several of 
these fortifications: had been already surveyed; 
and, in regard to these, all that was necessary 
before commencing their construction was to 
reduce their dimensions to the standard of the 
report. As soon as this was done, they might 
be commenced immediately. At an early period 
of the session, we had resolved unanimously in 
favor of making all necessary eernens for 
the defense of the country. The Treasury was 
now full, and he could perceive no good reason 
for postponing until the next year what we might 
aa well and better do at the present session. Let 
us place the money at the disposition of the De- 
partment, and let the fortifications be commenced 
as soon as the preliminary surveys could be com- 
leted. 

Mr. EWING concurred with the Senator from 
Pennsylvania as to the general import of the re- 
port of the Secretary of War; and also con- 
curred with him in the opinion that it was a very 
able State paper. He further agreed with the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, that the question as 
to the construction of these fortifications was the 
proper time for commencing them. Now, from 
all he could gather from the report of the Secre- 
tary, it appeared that there would be no advant- 
age to be obtained by commencing these works 
at this time; and that it would be a departure 
from the well-established policy of this Govern- 
ment to go on with them before making the ne- 
cessary surveys and estimates. It would appear, 
from the Secretary's report, that there were cer- 
tain works which did not need examination; but 
on turning to another page it would be seen that 
the Secretary says that a reéxamination should 
be made in every case, ‘‘in order to apply these 
principles,”’ he Secretary told them that the 
whole plan was originally deficient, though well 
adapted to the situation of the country at the 
time; but that it was now inefficient, and ought 
to be changed. Mr. E. continued his objections 
to making appropriations for new works before 


the necessary surveys and estimates were made, | 
and contended that they ought to wait for the | 


result of the examinations of this board of officers 
to be appointed on the recommendation of the 
Secretary of War. If this bill should now be 
passed, it would take some time to get it through 
the other House; the bill to increase the corps of 
engineers must also be passed by that body; and 
it would take some time to get them together and 
instruct them; and therefore, under all those 
unavoidable delays, no use could be made of the 
appropriations this season. It appeared to him 


that these appropriations at this time would only | 
have the effect of changing the deposits of the | 


public moneys in the deposit banks from the 
name of the United States to the names of the 
disbursing officers. It would be nothing more; 
for the money must remain in these banks with- 
out a possibility of using it. 

Mr. PRESTON said that laborers had by this 
time probably made their arrangements for em- 
ployment during the season, and no doubt great 


inconvenience would arise in procuring them, and, | 


if procured, it would be at an increased expense. 
There were two fortification bills; one emanating 
from the Military Committee, designating the 
points of location, and the other from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, making the necessary appro- 
priations. Heretofore, the practice had been for 














ndment he would 


i fault of the delay was not properly the fault of | offer some suggestions in relation to the proposed 


the Senate, but of the House of Representatives. 


| The Senate now went into the consideration of | 


| one branch of this subject, while they were left 
in the dark in regard to the other. The Military 


|; Committee, at the commencement of the session, | 


| found us under peculiar circumstances. We were 
then threatened with a war, and fearing the House 
might not get a bill up in time to meet the emer- 
gency, had brought this bill forward, but now 
matters were changed. The temper and judg- 
/ ment which characterized the report of the Sec- 
| retary of War was such that he was much dis- 
= to acquiesce in its recommendations, and 
1e very much distrusted his own judgment when 
differing from him in this matter. He differed 
from the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Ewrne] in re- 
gard to the construction he had put upon the 
report; and the President concurred in opinion 
with the Secretary of War against the opinion of 
| the engineers. 
| There were certain fortifications which had 
been excepted by the Secretary of War in his 
report, who had suggested the prosecution of 
them under the peculiar cireumstances with which 
they were identified, and had therefore acquiesced 
in the prosecution of some of the fortifications, 
while he rejected others. He could not tell how far 
| the principles laid down by the Secretary would 
| be retained in the provisions of this bill; but he 
| inferred that the general purpose of the Secretary 
was, that Congress should examine this matter 
_ with fall deliberation; and the general conclusion 
| was, that the principles laid down by him should 
| be deliberately applied to all these works. He 
had come to the conclusion that the Secretary 
believed those works which he had designated 
might be carried on under the direction of the 
Government on certain contingencies, and that 
| future changes might be made which would re- 
uire a corresponding change of plans to meet 
them. Jn regard to many of these works, plans 
_ of them had been frequently approved, and the 
| estimates of the necessary Lois stood a matter 


— 


| of record for the last twelve or fifteen years. | 


| Most of those of the first class had been com- 
| pleted, and the present bill proposed to carry into 
completion those of the second class, and part of 
|| those of the third class. Penobscot and Ken- 
| nebec were of the third class, and also the forti- 
| fication at Provincetown, at Cape Cod. He 
| believed Provincetown ought to have been of the 
| first class, as it was of primary importance; but 
| the Secretary of War had differed from this clas- 
| sification; and the President, looking directly to 
the question, had decided with the Department, 

and differed from the bureaue The idea of de- 
| fending the coast by steam was not new, but was 
| as old as 1816, although a new and more power- 
ful application of it had been invented. The 
springing up of new towns and cities, the devel- 
| opment of new energies, and the rapid improve- 
ment of the country, had already produced a 
change in the state of things different from what 
existed when the original plan of fortifications 
was adopted. 

Mr. P. went into an inquiry as to the length 
of time that would be required to put up these 
buildings. The Secretary of War dhe said) had 
recommended that a general appropriation be 
made, so that, as soon as works were found to be 
| necessary at any given point, they should be com- 
|| menced, with a view to a gradual completion; and 
| the chairman of the Military Committee [Mr. 

Benton] had moved, in pursuance of those rec- 
| ommendations, to change the appropriations to 
|| Penobscot from $104,000; to be expended in one 
‘| year, to $150,000, to be expended in two years, 
| and the appropriation to be divided into $75,000, 
| to be expended in each year. It was proposed to 
|, commence from the stump, and finish that work 

in eighteen months. Heretofore, it had been the 
|| practice of Congress, in undertaking a series of 
works, to adopt the mode of appropeiating a 
yearly amount at every session, by which the 
|| Subject annually the ordeal of examination 
|| by acommittee. This pledge to make these ap- 
| prernee for a series of years was different 
|| from an appro riation for the fiscal year; and he 

would prefer that so much for 1836, and so much 
(| for 1837, should be particularly specified; and 





2 of the Government, for which no sufficient 
reason could be given. Their custom had been 


fortifications at Kennebec. 

| Mr. NAUDAIN moved to amend the amend- 

ment by striking out the $75,000 for the year 
1837, leaving the 75,000 for the year 1836. 

Mr. N. observed that the reasons which induced 
him to make this motion were drawn from the 
report of the Secretary of War, which recom- 

| mended that surveys should be made before com- 
| mencing any new works. He believed also, that 
one half of the appropriation would be sufficient 
_to keep the workmen in employment for the re- 
| mainder of this year, and until the middle of the 
‘|| next. Forone, he was opposed to making appro- 
| priations for so long a time in advance. 
| Mr. SHEPLEY showed that different reports 
|, and examinations had been made in regard to the 
| fortifications at Penobscot bay. That the De- 
|| partment could never make contracts se bi the 
| appropriation was a regulation well understood, 
| It was judged this fortification would cost $150,000, 
| and had been increased to that sum from $101,000. 
| He went into a calculation of the cost, whether 
| it should be constructed of brick or stone, to show 
| the disadvantage and want of economy in making 
1 limited or partial contracts, which would be un- 
| avoidable in case the appropriation for the second 
|| year should be cut off. 
| Mr. CALHOUN observed that the Senator 
‘| from Maine put these large appropriations on the 
|| ground that the Secretary would make the con- 
| tracts to run through the whole time. Now, he 
'| had had some little experience in these matters, 
'| and well knew the disadvantages attending the 
|| making long contracts. If they were made when 


prices were high, the on consequent on the fall 
of prices inured to the contractor; and if they 
were made when prices were low, the contractor 
|| was sure to violate his contract when he found 
'| himself losing by the fall of prices, so that in 
|| either case the Government must be a great loser. 
| One great objection that he had to the large ap- 
|, propriations in this bill was, that they were calcu- 
|| lated to empty the public purse and fl the pockets 
| of the contractors. 
| The Senator from Connecticut said that labor 
| is now falling. Well, what would be the result ? 
| Why, the fall in the price of labor would put 
thousands into the pockets of individuals for no 
earthly benefit to the public. There never was a 
i 





time better fitted to make fortunes for contractors 
than the present. He understood this thing very 
well. e would not attribute motives to any 
gentleman, but it had been almost openly avowed 
on that floor, that the design was to retain the 
public money where it is, and prevent it from 
going back to the people to whom it rightfully 
elonged. There were powerful combinations 
interested in this matter. Millions were deposited 
| in these deposit banks who paid no interest on 
|| it, and were, therefore, deeply interested in re- 
taining this money; a vast number of individuals 
who were indebted to them, were equally inter- 
ested in the same object, and this powerful com- 
bination would make every effort to prevent the 
withdrawal of this money. If this bill was a ques- 

|| tion of fortifications, there would be no difficulty ; 
it would be passed at once; but these were not 
the real objects in view. The question now was 
not fortifications, for they were not even dreamed 

| of ; but how to prevent this immense amount of 
public money from being withdrawn from the 
deposit banks with respect to these appropria- 
tions, the presse them at this time, and in the 
absence of surveys and sufficient information, 
would be a departure from the long-settled prac- 








| 
| 
i} 
| 


to wait for the action of the other House, and to 
es such fortification bills as came from that 

ody. There was a fortification bill now in prog- 
ress there, and there was no danger of its not 
being sent to the Senate in time to be acted on. 
It was not expected to expend this money this 
year, for the tary would have too much dis- 
cretion to make contracts at this time. 

There never was a time when there was so 
little use in expending money on new fortifica- 
tions as the present. There were only two nations 
in the worl inst whose attacks — would 


be wanted, and these were France Great 


me Ow hae OO OF COrPK ee 
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Britain. Our difficulties with France were, thanks 
to Providence, happily settled, and with Great 
Britain there was not the slightest expectation of 
our coming inconflict. Her magnanimous inter- | 
ference to settle our foolish and wicked quarrel | 
with France, plainly showed her friendly inten- | 
tions towards this country, and her strong desire 
to maintain her friendly relations with us. Our | 
danger (said Mr. C.) lies not on the sea-coast; it | 
lies in another way; in the southwest. Let me | 
tell you (said Mr. C.) that every dollar of our 
surplus may be wanted, and that soon. They | 
knew not even what the next mail might bring | 
them. Wait then (said Mr. C.) a few days, 
and watch the progress of events; let this bill lie 
and rest until the Senate had time to consider and 


| 


reflect upon it. They were proceeding with too || 
much precipitation on idle schemes to prevent the || 


surplus money from going back to the people 
from whom it was derived. He was anxious to | 


have the billto provide for the safety of the public || 
money taken up and considered; it being, in pis | 
that 1] 


opinion, a more important matter than an 
could be brought before them; and he had 


h 


oped 


that the Senator from New York [Mr. Wrrcur] || 


would have called it up before this. He now 
gave notice that he would himself call 7 that bill 
on Saturday next, if the Senator from New York 


did not call it up before that day. 
Mr. WRIGHT expressed a wish to address 
the Senate on the subject, but it being late in the 


day, moved an adjournment, which was carried; 
and 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 12, 1836. 


On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, the bill provid- 
ing for paying certain pensioners of the United 
States at Pulaski and Dandridge, in the State 
of Tennessee, was taken up, read a third time, 
amended, and, after some conversation between 
Messrs. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, LEA of Ten- 
nessee, HARPER, McKAY,CARTER,ALLEN 
of Vermont, WARDWELL, SHIELDS, and 
EVERETT, the bill was passed. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, by permission 
of the House, rose to make a statement personal 
to himself. There were certain individuals who 
attended in that House as reporters, who were in 
the practice of writing letters for publication in | 
the papers of other cities. In two letters of this | 
character, one of which had appeared in the Phila- 
delphia Inquirer, and the other in the New York | 
Courier and Enquirer, his course on the bill to 
provide for the defense of the western frontiers | 
was misrepresented, and statements were made | 
not founded in fact. The letter in the New York | 

aper stated, that both Mr. Adams and himself | 
had opposed the bill to which he had referred; and | 
the correspondent of the Philadelphia Inquirer | 
understood him to oppose it, but supposed he | 
might be mistaken, owing to theconfusion which | 
prevailed at the time; and he, (Mr. G.,) had been 
called upon by the latter correspondent to correct 
the error, if one had been committed. No gentle- 
man who had heard him on the occasion to which 
he alluded, could fail to remember that he stated 
explicitly that he was in favor of the passage of 
the bill, and that the appropriation ought to be 
made. Such was his anxiety that the measure 
should be speedily adopted, that he had previous- 
ly determined to forbear making any remarks, 
lest the passage of the bill should be delayed or 
endangered by discussion. aeons however, no 
decided opposition to it, and a debate having 
sprung up in reference to the affairs of Texas, 
(which in fact had little or no connection with it,) 
he had been drawn out, and had followed other 
pinteees in the course of remark in which they 

ad indulged’on that occasion. In addition to 
what he had stated, his name was recorded in 
favor of the passage of this bill, and under the 
circumstances it was most extraordinary that it 
could have entered into the mind of any person 
that he had opposed this measure, more particu- 
larly when it was recollected that it was intended 
to protect the people of his own district. This 
gross errot should admonish those who under- 
took to give the proceedings of the House to 
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||-which prevailed, a member had been called =e 
to 
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report them correctly, and it wasalso a reflection || would prefer to see a black colony established in 


upon the House, that owing to the confusion || the Mexican province of Texas, sooner than to 
have it annexed to this Union as a slaveholding 
State or States. Every member of the House 
| who had heard him, knew that he had said no 
such thing. He had said not a word about the 
NATIONAL FOUNDERY. | establishment of a black colony in Texas. What 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- | he eaid was, that he would prefer 0 exe: Tuk 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill provid- ale NT <n mio iaa Repabiie, wien 
ing for the establishment of a national foundery; slavery abolished than have it madee part of ths 

P: E . : >|, United States with slavery reéstablished b 
which was read twice and committed. : ned f er ee 
| to constitute slaveholding States of this Union. 

ADJOURNMENT. 


| 

|, Now, it was impossible for him to believe that so 
Mr. HAYNES moved to suspend the rules for \ 
the purpose of enabing him to submit a motion to | 


gross a misrepresentation of what he had said 
could have been inadvertently made. The pur- 
take up and dispose of the joint resolution from || — 
\| ap 


of exposing his remarks to obloquy, was 
| arent to leave a doubt that it was intended, 
|| And thus it is that members of the House are 
|, subjected to.the most invidious misconstructions 
| of their conduct, 
| He would further observe that,in the report in 
|, the National Intelligencer of this morning, of a 
|| few words which he had been called incidentally 
|| to say in the House yesterday, and which had 
|| certainly not occupied two minutes of time, there 
|| were two errors, notindeed so important as those 
|| which he had just exposed, nor, as he believed, 
| intentional, but equally wide of what he had ac- 
|| tually said. A gentleman from Georgia, {Mr. 
|| Towns,] in addressing the House, had stated that 
| he (Mr. A.) had, when Secretary of State, dis- 
| missed a printer of the laws, favorable to the 
|| election of General Jackson, and had appointed 


| ° ° . 
| to correct an erroneous impression in regar 


| his own remarks and course upon an important 
subject. 


| the Senate, fixing a day for the final adjournment 
| of Congress. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, asked for the yeas 


and nays onthe motion; which were ordered; and 
were— 


YEAS — Messrs. Chilton Allan, Barton, Bean, Bockee, 
Bond, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, William B. 
| Calhoun, Campbell, Carr, George Chambers, Chapman, 

Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Coffee, Corwin, Denny, Dickson, 
| Fairfield, Fry, PhiloC. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Granger, 
Graver Grennell, Griffin, Hannegan, Harlan, Harper, Sam- 
uel 8. Harrison, Haynes, Hazeltine, Hoar, Ingersoll, Wil- 
| liam Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, Richard M. Jobnson, Henry 
| Johnson, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lansing, 

Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, Logan,Love, Abijah Mann, Job 
| Mann, Martin, William Mason, Sampson Mason, May, Mc- 

Kennan, Miller, Milligan, Morgan, Morris, Pettigrew, Phil- 
lips, Potts, Robertson, Russell, William B. Shepard, Au- | 
gustine H. Shepperd, Sickles, Sprague, Steele, Sutherland, 


Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, White, || ; ; -_ inte oo i / 
Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams in his yaa pres . friendly to himself. Mr. 
—82 || A. had then interrupted the gentleman from 


NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Heman Alien, Anthony, Ash, 
Ashley, Bailey, Beale, Beaumont, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, 
Bovee, Bunch, Cambreleng, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chap- 
man, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Con- || 
nor, Craig, Cramer, Crane, Cushman, Deberry, Dickerson, || 
Doubleday, Dromgoole, Effner, Everett, Farlin, Forester, 
French, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, 
Grantland, Grayson, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, 
Hamer, Hawes. Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, | 
Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kinnard, Lane, Lawler, 
Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Loyall, John 
Y. Mason, Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, McKim, Me- 
Lene, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, 
Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Phelps, 
Pinckney, Reed, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Ripley, Roan, Seymour, Shields, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, 
Standefer, Tajiaterro, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Toucey, Townes, Turner, Underwood, Washington, Web- 
ster, Weeks, and Thomas T’. Whittlesey —107. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 
GEORGETOWN MANUFACTURING COMPANY. | 


Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Man- 
ufactures, reported a bill to incorporate the 
Georgetown Manufacturing Company; which | 
was read twice, referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House; made the order of the day for to- || 
morrow, and ordered, together with the petition 
upon which the bill was founded, to be printed. 

Mr. A. said that, being up, and as he might 


| Georgia, and assured him and the House, that 
while Secretary of State he never had, in any 
one instance, dismissed a printer of the laws, and 
appointed another on account of any on 
| partiality for or against himself. He had added, 
that the only change which he had made of a 
printer of the laws at Nashville, had been made 
| at the request of General Jackson, and his then 
colleague in the Senate, Mr. Eaton, though he 
know not whether this fact would be recollected 
by the President. Thus far the report in this 
morning’s Intelligencer was substantially correct, 
but it then proceeded to represent Mr. A. as 
having said that ‘* the motive for this change 
was afterwards the subject of much misconstruc- 
tion.’”? The members present yesterday when 
he spoke must remember that he made no such 
remark, 

The other error was more considerable, because 
it misrepresented not only what he said, but his 
real opinion. He had said, that during the pe- 
riod when he had held the highest station in the 
Union, he had never removed from office one man 
on account of his political opinions or preference 
| with regard to the Presidency. That his adher- 
| ence to this system had been universally known; 

| that ithad been much disapproved of by many 
have no other opportunity for it, he would ask |! of his friends; and that in an 1istorical work, pub- 
the permission of the House, in consequence of | lished some years since, it had been mentioned as 
the statement made by the gentleman from Lou- || one of the causes of his subsequent failure of 
isiana, [Mr. Gartanp,] to make one for himself. || political success. The report in the Intelligencer 
In one of the two reports which the gentleman || represents him as saying that he himself ** be- 
from Louisiana had cited as having misrepre- || lieved it was one among the principal reasons 
sented his remarks in the important debate of last || Why he was not more ouccess ul as a candidate 
Saterday, Mr. A.’s name fad been misrepre- i for a second election.’’ He had not only not said 
sented in the same manner. It was said in that || this, but he did not believe it. He did not be- 
report, as noticed by the gentleman from Louis- | lieve that his forbearance to dismiss public offi- 
iana, that he had opposed the passage of the bill | cers 0 posed to him had the slightest effect on 
of appropriation for the defense of the southwest- | 
ern frontier. It was perfectly well known to | 

| 


the subsequent election. Many of his friends, 
every member of the House, not only that he did | 


however, believed that it had. 
Mr. A. concluded, by observing that these were 
not oppose the passage of the bill, but that such | 
an intention having, from some remarks which he | 


exemplifications of gross misrepresentations of 

his words and sentiments, expressed in the House 
had made in the debate, been imputed to him by 
a member, he had in the most explicit manner 


within the last four days. It was, perhaps, a 
disclaimed it; that he had voted for the bill 


useless attempt to correct them, for he verily be- 
through all its stages on that day; and that, his 


lieved he could not open his lips to speak ten 
words in the House but they would be misrepre- 
name stood recorded upon the Journal of the 
House in its favor. 


sented, unless they were submitted by the reporter 
But this was not the grossest misrepresentation 


to his own revision. 
which had gone forth with regard to his remarks | 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
in the House on that occasion. It had been ex- Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on the Post 


1 
| 


} 
| 
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i f i da joint resolution 

pressly stated in one of the daily newspapers of Office and Post Roads, reportec ; 
i i i authorizin the Postmaster Ge: ral to settle a 
this city.,* that in that debate he had said that he , g oe ne ; ; 


*Mr. ADams was understood to allude to an editurial 


which was read twice, and committed. 
, article in the Telegraph of Monday last. 


Unfavorable reports were made by Messrs, 
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MANN of New York, PATTON, and CRAIG, | 


from their respective standing committees. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported, with several amendments, | 
the bill from the Senate to give effect to patents 
for public lands issued in the names of deceased | 
persons. The amendments were concurred in, | 
and ordered to be engrossed, and the bill was) 
directed to be read a third time. 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Cémmittee on the | 
Post Office awd Post Roads, reported a resolution | 
providing that, on Thursday next, from twelve 
o’clock, the House would take up and consider 
the following bills: 

A bill to change the organization of the Post | 
Office Department, and to provide more effectually 
for the settlement of the accounts thereof; and | 

A bill to establish certain post routes and to 
alter and discontinue others. 

After some suggestions by Messrs. CONNOR, 
MANN of New York, JOHNSON of Kentucky, 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio, and VINTON, the 
latter moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out * twelve,”’ and inserting ** one’’ o’clock. 

Mr. HAMER was opposed to the resolution 
in any shape or form. It would have the effect 
of giving precedence to bills of far less import- 
ance to the country than others which were pend- 
ing, and which should be passed. He, therefore, 
moved to lay the resolution and amendment on 
the table. 

Before any question was taken, Mr. LINCOLN 
moved that the House proceed to the considera- 
tion of the orders of the day; which was agreed 
to—ayes 100, noes not counted. 

Mr. PATTON, on leave, presented a petition; 
which was referred. ; 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. | 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the Senate to distribute the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands among the several 
States, and to grant lands to certain States. 

Three propositions were pending. The first 
was to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; the second, to 
refer to the Committee on Public Lands; and the 
third, that it be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

r. LANE said it was not his purpose to de- 
tain the House by a discussion of the merits of 
the bill; that when it shall be in order, it was his 
intention, not only to give his opinion, but hic 
vote, fearlessly and according to the dictates of 
his own consciousness of right and wrong. That 
he was deeply impressed with its importance, 
and of the opinions and wishes of those whom 
he had the honor to representon that floor That 
he was also aware of the political importance at- 
tached to it, in reference to the pending presiden- 
tial election by a party in this country, and by 
certain —— for that office both here and else- | 
where. Sir, had any doubts existed of this fact, 
the distinguished gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. ogy | in his remarks, would have dis- 
sipated them. He seemed to speak of it with 
peculiar emphasis; to hail it as the rising star of 
promise; to gaze upon it as the hope of political 
power and personal aggrandizement; a star he 
was willing to worship, in reference to which he 
had nothing to conceal. His opinions upon that 
and évery other subject were open to all as noon- 
day—no secrets, no Masonry; but his whole soul 
thrown open to public view in all the beauty and 
grandeur of anti-Masonry. 

Sir, the only question before the House is, 
whether the bill shall be referred to one of three 
committees. 
mittee of Ways and Means, which would be in 
conformity with the uniform practice of the 
House. 
common course of legislation ?—a bill, whether 
we consider it with reference to.the States, the 
nation, or the revenue, fraught with more of good 
-* i than any measure ever agitated in this 

all. 

The bill, if passed, may, in its consequences, 
swallow up the sovereignty of the States, and 
convert the Federal Government into assessors 
and collectors of the State governments; the op- 
pressor of the people, the taking from the many | 


| 


and returning to the few; a bill that may dry upall | 
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He was for sending it to the Com- || 


hy should this bill be taken out of the | 








the streams of emigration to the West, and check 
her presing prosperity. It may produce a state 
of things that will convert the General Govern- 
ment to tax-gatherers, and the West and South 
to tax-payers, 

Sir, what does the bill propose? Not an ordi- 
nary appropriation to be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, but 
to take from the Treasury tens of millions that 


have already been appropriated and expended. 
| Send it the Committee of Ways and Means, 


| whose duty it is to examine all questions in rela- 
| tion to the revenue, and let theminform the House 


if such an appropriation can be borne by the 


Treasury; whether it will not interfere with the 
| . . . 

ordinary expenditures of theGovernment. This 
will enable the House to act knowingly and 
speedily. It is objected that the committee will 


| not act promptly on the subject; that it will sleep 


' in the committee room. Should they delay action, 
| he assured the House he would vote with gentle- 
men to compel action upon it; that it was impor- 
tant this bill should be disposed of, finally dis- 
posed of, as early as possible, that the House 
may make some other disposition of the surplus 
| revenue, either by a general division, a loan to 
the States, or in State stocks; for he could assure 
_ gentlemen, whatever might be his opinion of the 
| bill, it never would become a law. 
Sir, no one is more desirous of making some 
final disposition of that portion of the revenue 
not called for by the ordinary expenditures of the 
Government, than the individual who addresses 
_you. To accomplish it, he will go as far as any 
| one; nor will he ever agree to adjourn until that 
subject shall be disposed of in a manner satis- 
factory to the people and to the nation. 

Upon this subject, Mr. Speaker, I am like the 
honorable gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
|Graneer.] I have nothing to conceal—nothing 
| to fear. hat gentleman seems to think the 
/money in the hands of the Administration to be 

dangerous. Whether these suspicions be well 
| founded or not, I, for one, am desirous to relieve 
them from the responsibility and from such sus- 
| picions. The gentleman seems to have hunga 
| war speech —_— the bill; and in most glowin 
| and eloquent language informed the House o 
| what all know, that war was a scourge to a nation; 
| that it drew the widow’s tears, and blasted the 
| orphan’s hopes; that pledges have been given and 
| violated, and that a failure to act may cause this 
| dome to tremble over our heads. 
| Mr. Speaker, I am unconscious of any violated 
| pledges on the part of the Administration. There- 
| fore, | have no fears from that source, and would 
| to God I had none from any other! Sir, when 
'the States shall become pensioners upon the 
Treasury, and millions taken from alland returned 
to the few—when the office of President and Vice 
President shall be sought for, other than at the 
ballot-box, by the undisturbed judgment of the 
people—when political aspirants for that office 
shall be seen going ever the country eating din- 
ners and making speeches—when this House 

shall be made the arena for aspirants to that office, 
| hitherto the voluntary gift of a free people as the 
| reward of virtue and patriotism—then we may 
fear and expect to see virtue, patriotism, and 





_ worth disregarded; the public interest neglected; |. 


| the Union torn into fragments; civil war the order 
of the day, and a country in ruins—then, and not 


| 


| 





| 
\ 


till then, will the —— ’s picture be realized— | 


then will flow t 
| prospects be blasted, and man’s best and last hope 
‘er ; 
' annihilated. Then may this dome not only trem- 
| ble, but crumble beneath our feet. 
Sir, I trust the bill will be referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means—acted upon, and 
finally passed or rejected by the House. 

Mr. MORRIS said, he doubted whether all 


e widow’s tears, the orphan’s 


_ the pains which ad taken to obtain the floor 
for the purpose of expressing it; but not knowin 

_ whether he should again have the opportunity o 

| occupying the floor, he was glad of the present 

| occasion, and he should use it in offering his opin- 

_ion upon the present question of reference. He 

| scarcely thought, if the bill should ever come u 

to be acted upon in the House, that he shou 

ask their attention to any remarks of his upon its 


merits, It was a subject with which the people 





that he had to sa aa this question was : 
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were already generally acquainted; it had received 
the consideration of the public; it had been dir- 
cussed in the public pares and official communi- 
cations, and probably all the light of which it 
was susceptible, had been shed upon it by the 
able arguments of gentlemen in this or the other 
branch of Congress. He should confine himself 
in his present remarks to the question immedi- 
ately under consideration; he should not follow 
the example, whether proper for imitation or not 
he would not say, of taking the wide range into 
topics which he conceived to be foreign from the 

uestion on hand. Besides, he had listened to 
the remarks of gentlemen upon this floor, whose 
experience here enabled them to present all the 
views of the subject, and their arguments, as he 
believed, being more important upon the merits 
than his own. He thought he should not take up 
the time to the exclusion-of all others who may 
wish to speak, so near as he hoped the present 
was to the close of the session. 

He was more anxious to take the present oc- 
casion to express an opinion, in a of his 
duty, from the fact that the people of the State 
which he, in part, represented, and especially the 
immediate district from which he came, felt them- 
selves deeply interested in the fate of this bill. 
The Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania had 
repeatedly, at different sessions, and more re- 
cently, at the session of the last winter, expressed 
their sentiments upon the subject-matter of the 
bill in the following manner: 

* Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly 
met, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives be recommended, to use theirinflaence to 
procure the passage of a law to distribute the proceeds aris- 
ing, or which may have arisen, from the sale of the public 
lands, amongst the several States. in proportion to the num 
ber of members from each State in the House of Represent- 
atives of the United States.” 

It was in accordance with these sentiments, 
repeatedly expressed, and with these strong rec- 
ommendations of the Legislature at its last ses- 
sion, as well as in conformity with his own opin- 
ions and feelings, that, in the language of the 
resolution, he would at the present time ** use his 
influence’’ to obtain for this bill such a reference 
as would be most likely to insure an expression 
of this House upon it, rather than it should be 
left to sleep or expire with the session. 

Itis proposed, Mr. Speaker, (said he,) to refer 
this bill making appropriations of the surplus 
proceeds of the public lands to one of three com- 
mittees—either to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, or to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, or to the Committee 
on Public Lands—in either of which commit- 
tees, I mean not to say but it would receive the 
attention and deliberation which its merits de- 
mand. The question is then presented, whether 
a reference to either of the standing committees 
of this House would afford the means of more 
prompt and speedy action, or whether the im- 
mediate reference to the Committee of the Whole 
would not place the subject in a state as favor- 
able for legislation as if the more formal and slow 
method be adopted. 

I suppose it may be assumed as a position in- 
controvertible, that there is no gentleman in this 
Hall but what, other things being equal, would 
say his object and purpose are to give such a 
direction to this wat all other subjects as would 
best promote and facilitate the concurrent action 
of both branches of Congress; that if the subject 
has merits, it should be so disposed of as to be 
acted upon and passed. If then, this be the case, 
unless good and sufficient reasons can be advanced 
for first referring this matter to a standing com- 
mittee, I hope it will go immediately and at once 
to the Committee of the Whole, both for dispatch 
and effective legislation. .It has been said that if 
it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
they may make such suggestions and alterations 
in the pro bill as may meet the wishes 
both of the friends of this bill and of the bill 
for graduating the price of the public lands. It 
is true, there may be modifications proposed in 
the committee, but the same may be proposed, 
deliberated upon, and discussed, in the Commit- 
tee of the Whole; nor can it be supposed, if such 
alteration should be made in the standing com- 
mittee, that that circumstance would prevent or 
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foreclose alterations, propositions, and debate, in 
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such a situation as that the opinion of this House where it could be discussed, amended, and acted 
may be indicated, and the vote of members be || upon at the present session. 
taken upon the main question, without the hazard || Mr. BYNUM said the course taken b 


the Committee of the Whole. If he understood 
the true purpose and use of standing committees, | 





aa we ; ; . o— 
it was to take into consideration memorials, res- |} of getting no vote at all upon that question. || tlemen on the present occasion was such that he 
olutions, and matters connected with them in || I[tis, then, of importance to the country and to || was disposed to doubt their sincerity. It ap- 





their incipient stage; or bills, if their recent intro- 
duction and novelty render it expedient; so that | 
having them before them, and all the facts, which | t 
may be numerous and diversified, and with which || that this House should come up at once to the 
jt is not presumed the House are acquainted, || 


matter before them, it is not less important to the ! ‘ 
they, the standing committees, may give such a || States, with reference to the ulterior disposition || ject should be acted upon immediately—that the 
condensed form to the subject, with their recom- 


which they may make of their proportionate || country required immediate action. Did those 

mendation, as to place it intelligibly before the || share of these proceeds upon the supposition that || gentlemen suppose that they could carry a meas- 
House, and enable it to make such final disposi- |) the bill should pass into a law, that it should be || ure like this without there being sagacity enough 
tion of the matter as they may think right and || known what is to be its fate. Ifthe bill should || among the Democracy to detect its fallacy? It 
roper to do. ; pass into a law, and pass in season, the Legisla- |} was a mistake; the Democracy were not so simple 
Objections have been raised to the reference of | tures of some of the States may convene, (such | as the friends of this measure seemed to suppose. 
this bill, upon the ground that the appropriation || at least may be the case in the Staite of Pennsyl- | The gentleman who addressed the House on yes- 
bills should first be acted on and passed, before | vania,) and be in session, in sufficient time, to || terday wished to have the House act on the bill 
this is taken up, in order that it may be known || = upon the subject, which in that event would || immediately. He said, ‘‘ Pass the bill now, and 
whether there will be any surplus in the Treasury || become an interesting question, and worthy of || it becomes a law.”’ Now, he would ask gentle- 
to be distributed. Whatever weight there may || immediate consideration by the Legislatures of || men if they believed this?—or, if the people of 
be in that objection, it is met and answered, in || the respective States. In this aspect of the mat- || the country believed it? He would ask every 
great part, by the operation of the special order || 


Congress, that this bill should be acted upon as 
speedily and effectively as its nature will admit 
of. But while itis important in this point of view, 


peared to him that they could not believe their 
own assertions. The gentleman who had just 
addressed the House, and the gentleman who 
addressed the House yesterday, (Mr. Grancer,] 
had told them that it was important that the sub- 


| 
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ter, this reference, in my apprehension, acquires || honest man of that House—he would ask the gen- 
of January last, giving precedence to the appro- || additional consequence, and in that point of view, 


also, I hope it will be considered by this House. 

Sir, I have but little more at this time to trou- 
ble the House with. These are my reasons for | 
urging the reference of this bill to such a com- | 
mittee as will give to it the attention of all its 
members, and insure the vote of members on one 
side or the other without delay; it is not speeches 
that are wanted. Upon this I was forcibly struck 
with an observation of the honorable gentleman 


priation bills over others. I presume they 


would be passed. 
tended, that this bill shall not be reported by a | 
standing committee, until all the appropriation | 
bills are finally acted upon by this House and the 
Senate, and shall receive the sanction of the Ex- 
ecutive, then the consequence is apparent and in- 
evitable, that this bill is not to be reported by the 
standing committee, or if so, it will be so late in 
the session as to render it impracticable to give to 
it that consideration which it deserves, and to 
place itin a situation that it is not probable it | 
would receive the legislative action of Congress 
during this session. So that it appears to me, 
whatever weight the argument in favor of waiting 


for this purpose may otherwise have, it is re- || 


moved by the position in which the business of 
the House is placed by antecedent rules, and by | 
the fact that it is a virtual denial of the considera- | 
tion of the bill. 

This bill has already passed the Senate of the | 
United States, and although I mean not say that 
it is not the duty of this House to examine this 
and all other bills that are sent here, I hold it to | 
be the incumbent duty of the House, and of ever 
member, to examine, and judge for himself of the 
propriety of every measure; yet it did strike me, 
whether correctly or not I leave for others to say, | 
as I have not heard the argument used, that after | 
the subject had received so much of the public 
attention; after it had occupied so much of the | 
consideration of the Senate, where this bill has | 
been for between four and five months, and of | 
the members of this House; (for it is within the | 
recollection of every one, that during the discus- | 
sion there, for a part of the time at least, such 
was the intense anxiety of members, that it was 
difficult to keep a quorum here to transact the | 
current business which was then on hand;) after 
all this, { submit to the consideration of gentle- 
men, whether the comity to be shown by one 
céordinate branch of the i islature to another, 
and the réspect which is due to the labor be- 
stowed by the Senate, and the time occupied there, 
would not dictate such acourse in the disposition 
of this bill, as may not leave the labor employed | 
and the time consumed there, to be useless and 
vain for all the practical purposes of legislation. 

This bill proposes to distribute a portion of the | 
surplus funds of the Government, about which 
there has been, I think I am safe in saying, more 
anxiety than upon any other subject to which the | 
publie attention has been called during the present | 
session. When has been the day, that the inquiry 
has not passed from one member of this House 
to another, ‘* what shall be done with the lus | 
money in the Treasury ?”’ Is not the same solici- 
tude manifested from all quarters of the country, 
and by all who witness the deliberations of this 
bod If, then, that question is deemed so vital 
to the purity of the Government, and so import- 
ant to its faithful administration, it cannot fail to 
appear to every one, that this leading and absorb- 
ing subject, which tends to the purpose, at least 
one of the purposes, of disposing of the surplus 
funds of. the istertintat, should be: placed in 


| 














will || 
first be called up and disposed of, before this bill | 
But if it is meant to be con- || 


y || 


| 
} 
| 
| 





| over the way [Mr. Apams] at the early part of 


| that an opinion is yet to be formed, or a vote to 


the session; [ have since thought it one of the 
mostessential truisms which has been pronounced 
here this session, ‘‘ that all would agree that a 
vote was of more consequence here thana speech.”’ 
In conclusion, sir, I have only to appeal to gen- 
tlemen to come up and meet this question fairly 
and independently; it is scarcely to be supposed 


| 


be changed by anything that will be said or done | 
in relation to this subject. The trust is confided | 
to us of acting, and so to act as to advance the 
public interest; that when a public measure is in 
itself unworthy of the sanction of this House, to | 
put our negative upon it by means direct; but if 
it be meritorious, to carry out the means of making 
it effectual. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, gave the 
reasons which had induced him to move to refer 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. He wished to be permitted 
to remark, although it might seem somewhat 
strange to some gentlemen, that this bill was not 
a very favorite measure with him; notwithstand- 
ing, he thought it probable that he should vote | 
for it. There were objections to the bill which | 
he should like to sce removed, still he did not | 
know but he should be induced to vote for it. 
He was opposed to referring the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, because he consid- 
ered that to refer it to that committee would be 
tantamount to a rejection of it. That committee, 
he believed, never would report it to the House, 
but would hold it back as they had done another 
measure of his which they had in their posses- 
sion. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained: It was true 
that the committee had not reported on that gen- 
tleman’s resolution. He hoped, however, that 
the committee would not be censured for this, 
because it must be admitted by all, that the report | 
which he was instructed shortl 
be much more satisfactory to the House and to 
the country than a report could have been in| 
February last; as they would have a much better 
knowledge of the state of the finances now than 
they could have had then. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said the explanation was not 
satisfactory, as his proposition, which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had under consider- 
ation, did not specify a single dollar that was to 
be distributed. It ogly proposed to distribute the 
surplus; and, if there was no surplus at the end 
of the year, there world be no distribution. | 
Mr. W. contended that there was no necessity to | 
refer the bill to one of the standing committees | 
of the House, but that it should be referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 





| 
| 


to make would || 





| 


|| to be 
‘| bill. 
| the opinion that this bill could become a law with 


} 
} 


| would veto it. 
|| similar bill? 


tleman from New York, and the gentleman from 
Kentucky—whether they believed that this bill 
would become a law, even if it did pass the House 
this session? No; they well knew the President 
Had he not already vetoed a 
Yet this firm old man, who never 
swerved when he once made up an opinion, was 
persuaded by these gentlemen to sign this 
He thought gentlemen could not entertain 


these facts staring them in the face. They could 


'| not pass this bill intoa law. The people did not 
|| believe it; they were too intelligent to 
|, and upon that intelligence depended the preserv- 
|| ation of the liberties of the pecple. 
|| the necessity of speedy action. 


lieve it; 


. So much for 
{ad the bill been 
| discussed sufficiently to throw all the light and 


|| information before the people of the country 


which was necessary? If it was for the interest 
of the people of the country, let them have all the 
facts before them; and let them decide upon it 
again, as they had already done. Letusgive all 
the information which can be procured to the 
people, and then let them decide. 

But, say, gentlemen, we are prepared to vote 
now, because the bill has been ed in the 
Senate, and came from the Senate. No doubt 
they .were prepared to vote upon it, because it 
was the offspring of their oracle. It was the very 
hobby which was to give them success. It was 
made the hobby by every species of politicians. 
This was the little pony which the anti-Masonic 
party, the National Republican party, the Aboli- 
tion party, the no-party party: and many other 
parties, were to ride; and he feared that the little 
peer would be so burdened that he would 

reak down and leave them all. Mr. B. weuld 
let the facts go to the people; and let them take 
the matter in hand and say whether this little 
pony was to carry all these parties into office or 
not. He asked if the proposition to refer this 
subject to the Committee of Ways and Means 
was an unusual proposition? When a bill was 
sent from one House to another, the usual course 
was to refer to one of the standing committees. 
He cited the fortification bill, which had passed. 
the House by an overwhelming majority; yet 
when it went to the other branch of Congress it 
was referred to the proper committee. Then cer- 
tainly they had a precedent for this case, and 
from a body which always, in the opinion of the 
advocates of this bill, did things in a proper man- 
ner. It was not an unusual course for the bill to 
take. It was the uniform practice, when bills 
were sent from one House to the other, to refer 
them to some select or standing committee. Un- 
questionably this was the proper course. There 
wasa great difference of opinion as to the amount 
of money to be distributed. Some contended that 
there were at present thirty or forty millions of 
dollars in the Treasury, whilst others did not 
believe ther€ was more than half that amount. 
Under these circumstances, this bill comes into 
the House, and gentlemen say'they are on 
to vote for it, because it had passed the other 
branch of Congress, and they took it for granted 
that there was this large amount of money in the 
Treasury. But (Mr. B. said) there were some 
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of them in that House who were not prepared | 
to take everything for granted which came from | 
that branch of the Legislature of the nation. The | 
ntlesnan from New York [Mr. Graneer] ob- || 
jected to sending this subject to the Committee || 
of Ways and Means. He presumed it was not | 
desired by that gentleman to have the subject | 
discussed and investigated by the Committee of || 
Ways and Means. Mr. B. said this committee || 
was constituted for the special purpose of invest- || 
igating subjects of this kind. They obtained 
information from the Departments, and laid it 
before the House. The documents were obtained 
and laid on the table; and if gentlemen wished, 
they could have extra copies printed to send out 
to the people, who would have to decide upon the | 
subject at last. But gentlemen say they do not 
wish this, because they have no confidence in the 
report of a committee of this House. 
Well, in reply to that, Mr. B. would say that 
he had ao confidence jn a majority of the other 
branch of Congress in regard to this subject. 
He was aware that there were some gentlemen | 
who had no confidence in reports from commit- 
tees of that House; and he supposed gentlemen | 
were afraid to have the bill referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Méans, where they thought 
it would be reported ee in such manner as to | 
prevent its being acted upon at the present ses- || 
sion. It appeared to be the object of gentlemen to | 
get the bill into Committee of the Whole, where || 
they could get up and make what bold assertions | 


they pleased, an send out those assertions to the || 
people of the country, perhaps in the very face of 
the facts. He was astonished to hear gentlemen 
make these assertions about there being forty or 
fifty millions of surplus revenue. They must 
think that the people had very short memories to | 
believe such assertions as these, especially when 


a short time ago had told them that the Treasury 
was empty and the Government bankrupt, and 
that there would have to be levied additional 
taxes in consequence of the removal of the de- 
posits. These gentlemen had told the people that 
the President was a usurper, that the country 
was ruined, and that the people were impover- | 
ished, and the people were called upon to hurl | 
him from office. But what was the language held 

by gentlemen now? Why, that the Treasury | 
was overburdened with its surplus, and, unless || 


. i 
they would take the money out of the Treasury, || 


that the people would be ruined; and that the | 
money would be squandered by the party. Did || 
gentlemen believe they could affect injyriously || 
the party by such assertions? Why, unless the || 
people were the ignorant, contemptible beings 1 
that these gentlemen would have them to be, they | 
never could injure the party in this way. The | 
people have more intelligence and more sagacity | 
than those gentlemen think them to have. The 
gentleman from New York on yesterday had | 
stated, that the President had made a promise | 
that he would distribute the surplus funds among 
the States. Now, Mr. B. would tell the gentle- 
man, that the President had made no such prom- 
ise. The words the gentleman used were neither 
the words of the President, nor the substance of 
his words, as used in the message of 1829. The | 
President then did say that he made these sug- || 
stions to the American people; but at the same | 
time he ga¥e them to understand that he doubted | 
the constitutionality of the measure. 
Mr. B. would state another fact for the inform- | 
ation of the gentleman from New York. It | 
would be recollected that the President in one of 
his messages said something about a national | 
bank, and rather intimated that such an institu- 
tion could be established as would be of service | 





to the country. But the party, collar-men, asthey | A time had now arrived for carrying out the in- | 
had been called, were not so bound up that they | valuable maxim of the Father of his Country, in 


would support that measure. The President find- 
ing that this measure was pregnant with conse- 


roposition contained in this bill was a new sub- 


forward, and say they are ready to act upon it 


without opposition. Now, gentlemen certainly || would for every other, to the actual wants and 


_ exigencies of :he’public service and the public in- 
| terest. He avowed himself to be in favor of the 
| present bill, and read the report made by General 


i 


must know as well as he did, that this bill could 
not become a law so long as Andrew Jackson 
was President of the United States. 


_ others, interested in a fishing vessel which was 


they were made by the same gentlemen who but || 


companies of militia, of Missouri and Indiana, 





] in favor of carrying out that cherished maxim, 
quences not foreseen by him, abandoned it. The || 
ject—one to sweep from the seneey the whole | upon the present Administration, of covering the 
of the funds of the nation; yet gentlemen come | 
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Mr. Bynum was here interrupted by the an- 
nouncement of the arrival of the hour for pro- 
ceeding to the orders of the day. 


SENATE BILLS. 

The following bills from the Senate were, by 
consent, read twice, and committed: 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Stoddert; 

The bill to increase the pension of Thomas 
Harrison; 

The bill for the relief of Orris Gay; 

The bill for the relief of Carey Clark; 

The bill for the relief of Albert Pawling; 

The bill for the relief of John Powell; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Richard 
Anderson; 

The bill for the relief of the widow of Captain | 
Samuel Gibbs;, | 

The bill for the relief of Dr. Samuel White; | 

The bill for the relief of Ransom Mix and John | 
McLeod; 

The bill for the relief of John A. Rogers; 

The bill for the relief of Leslie Combs; 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Elkins; 

The bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Janis, 


Sr., of Missouri; || 


The bill to increase the pension of Jacob 
Slough; 

The bill for the relief of Stephen Bohannan; 

The bill for the relief of G. Hitchcock; 

The bill explanatory of the act entitled * An 
act to prevent defalcations on the part of the dis- 


| bursing agents of the Government,”’ and for other 


purposes; 

‘The bill for the relief of Samuel Warner; 

The bill for the relief of Joshua Hatch and 
lost at sea; 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Flicher, 
late widow of Henry Richardson, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Bennett and | 
others; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Joseph Hazlitt and Jemima Mauro; 

The bill for the relief of the owners, officers, | 


and crews of the private armed vessels, Neptune || 


and Fox; 
The bill providing for the payment of certain 





who were embodied for the protection of the | 
frontiers against the Indians in 1832; and 

The bill providing for the appointment of a | 

deputy collector of the customs for the port of | 
New Castle, Delaware. 

The following bills were réad the third time, 

and passed: 

A bill to authorize the Shenandoah bridge com- 
any,at Harper’s Ferry, to erect a bridge on the | 
ands of the United States at or near the town | 

of Harper’s Ferry; and 

A bill for the relief of Silas Fisher. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, in further | 














Wool on the subject of the armament of the for- 
tifications. That report stated, in substance: to 
complete the armament of the forts now in readi- 
ness and those which might be placed in readi- 
ness in the course of a year, windt require about 
two thousand four hundred guns, the cost of 
which, exclusive of what was already appropri- 
ated, would be about one million two hundred 
thousand dollars, including all expense of car- 
riages and implements and one hundred rounds of 
ammunition for each gun, The report then went 
on to state the amount that could be judiciously 
expended during the present year; and the object 
of the amendment then pending was to carry out 
the recommendation of that document. Having 
stated his intention to, and his reasons for, the 
support of this bill and the amendment, Mr. F. 
then proceeded to reply to the remarks of one of 
his honorable colleagues, [Mr. C. Attan,] in 
relation to the principles and course of the pres- 
ent Administration. He cited General Jackson’s 
| letter to.Mr. Monroe; and went on to show that, 
| putting a fair construction upon that document, 
the President had in no way departed from the 
principles therein laid down. far from ex- 
| ecutive appointments having been confined to 
party, facts went to show directly the reverse. It 
| was well known, and generally admitted, that, in 
the Federal offices at the seat of the General Gov- 
ernment, a considerable majority of the individ- 
| uals holding them consisted of opponents of the 
Administration; and he believed, from having 
given the subject some investigation, that through- 
| out the States, considering the larger number of 
| the people friendly to the Administration, the 
Opposition had more than their due proportion of 
| Federal offices. 
Mr. F. then read General Jackson’s letter to 
| the Legislature of Tennessee, written in 1825, 
| and commented thereon at some length, to show 
that the President had in no sense acted incon- 
sistently with the principles of that letter. The 











| Chief Magistrate had sworn to obey the pro- 


visions of the Constitution, not as he wished it to 
| be, but asit actually existed. The President had 
recommended an amendment, but that amend- 
ment had never been adopted. If the President 
_ had acted strictly according to that letter of his, 


|| under the Constitution now existing, he would 
|| have been denounced, as he would have deserved, 


the character of a usurper. The conduct of the 
| President in this particular had been not only 


|| most commendable in itself, but was in strict con- 


formity with the manner in which the Consti- 
tution had been administered from the days of 
| General Washington to the moment of his own 
elevation to that office. Mr. F. then adverted to 
General Jackson’s letter to Governor Ray, of 
Indiana, and his vetoes on the subject of internal 
improvements, and repelled the President from 
the charge of inconsistency on that subject, citing 
a variety of statistical data in proof of the posi- 
tion. He then reviewed at length many other 


execution of the special order of the 26th of Jar- || subjects of public policy underthe present Admin- 


States for the year 1836, (Mr. Mann, of New 





_uary, the House resolved itself into the Committee || istration—Indian and foreign treaties, the amount 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and pro- || of acquisition of the public lands, imports and 


ceeded with the consideration of the bill making || exports, &c., and quoted a variety of details to 
_ appropriations for the fortifications of the Unite 


| show that the expenditures had, in a great meas- 
ure, grown out of the exigencies of the country. 


York, inythe chair.) | On the subject of the public deposits, he referred 
The question pending was the amendment of || to the reports of the situation of the selected 


Mr. CamMBRELENG, to insert an additional clause 
in the bill appropriating the sum of $700,000 for 
the armament of the fortifications. 

Mr. FRENCH, who was entitled to the floor, 





|| banks to show that they were able to discharge 


all their liabilities of every kind. He further 
went on to contend that the Administration had 
done all in its power to obtain the passage of a 


addressed the committee atlength. He expressed || law to regulate the deposit banks, and the fault 
his gratification that he had an opportunity now || of such law not being passed lay with Congress. 
to set forth his views in relation to certain great || On the distribution principle, Mr. F. ex d 
subjects of public policy now before the country. || his views at great length. With re to that 


| 


rtion of the revenue collected as duties—col- 
|| lected under the revenue power embraced in the 


peace to prepare for war; and though Mr. F. was || Constitution, he held that they had no right to 


he was not to be understood as being in favor of 
the scheme which had been unjustly charged 


whole maritime frontier with defenses. He would 
restrict the expenditures for this object, as he 








distribute it; but he drew the distinction between 
that and the proceeds from the sales of the public 
lands. On the latter project he was prepared to 
redeem his pledge to his constituents. . 

Mr. MAURY then took the floor, and, on his 
motion, the committee rose and eee ‘ 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the bill 
from the Senate to provide for the distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands was ordered 
to he printed. 
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On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the House || authority of nameless persons, members of Con- || weneral Jackson was here, at or near the time of 
then adjourned. ress. They were informed by the President that | the conclusion ofthe treaty. He could not char 

e had no recollection of this fact; and had stated | his recollection with the precise words he had used, 

IN SENATE. furthermore, that if he had been consulted at all, and he might have used the expression as quoted 

Frupay, May 13, 1836. being then in a military character, it must have | in the Globe; but upon reflection it occurred to him 

. ‘ 

dj es ana |i been in regard to Florida. Sir, that was not the — that General Jackson had gone to the North about 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment; and |) cubiject of consultation either with General Jack- | that time; whether before or after the day of the 
the Journal of yesterday having been read, son or anybody else. The treaty contained the signature of the treaty he could not now under- 
Mr. EWING, of Ohio, moved that the Senate || cession of Florida; and that was the object, the | take to say from memory. He would add, that 
adjourn; which motion wascarried—ayes 14, noes || attainment of which being very desirable, it was | he had not at this time, and in this place, the 
not counted. : | to be supposed that some concession to obtain it | documents to prove the material fact of his state- 
The Senate then adjourned. | must, on the part of the United States, necessarily | ment, consisting of his own diary taken down at 
| be made. It was not, therefore, with respect to the time. In consequence of this fact, it was not 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | anything relating to Florida that General Jackson |, in his power to bring forward at this moment his 
| was consulted; but it was precisely with regard | proof. All he had said heretofore, and what he 
Fripay, May 13, 1836. | to the degree of concession which was to be made || said now, was merely founded upon his own re- 
Mr. ADAMS rose and said, he was under the 1 obtain this object. Well, in answer to this | collection, without any reference to the docu- 
necessity of asking permission of the House to || statement, as he had before observed, there was | ments of that time. These small incidental cir- 
make another explanation. | no denial by the President of the fact which he || cumstances, however, had no relation with the 
Vbjection being made, Mr. GRANGER moved | (Mr. A.) had stated; but the official printer of | question of veracity; and if there had been some 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of allowing || the Executive and of this House, in an editorial | little inaccuracy in re‘ation to immaterial cireum- 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to explain ; | article in his newspaper, in consequence of this | stances, he hoped the riouse and the country 
which motion was agreed to. || statément of certain nameless members of Con- || would not consider the question as involving his 
veracity. But he observed again, that, this being 


Mr. A. said, it would be recollected by the gress, had undertaken to make a question of his bu p 
members of the House that, in the debate on the first incident upon which this embassador 
contradicts the whole statement, that, is the ex- 


dou f | (Mr. A.’s) veracity with regard to the fact. He 
Saturday last, an insinuation had been made b® | could enter into no controversy with the editor ( ‘ 
| planation with regard to this fact. Mr. A. was 
satisfied that General Jackson was not in the city 


one of the members of the House that, in the || of the Globe; because that newspaper was some- 
He was 








negotiation of what was commonly called the | thing like many other newspapers. He might 
























Florida treaty, which had been concluded on the || 
22d of February, 1819, the boundary line of the || 
United States had been placed where it was, in- || 


stead of being extended further on, in conse- | 
Sayer of having been negotiated by him, (Mr. 


wish to exclude from the United States a portion | 
of territory which would be inhabited by slave- 


representation here; and that he had stated, in 
consequence of that insinuation, that the negoti- 
ation of the treaty was made in this place, under 
the immediate and direct eye of James Monroe, 
himself a slaveholder; that it was carried on, 
partly by personal conferences and partly by cor- | 
respondence; that Mr. Monroe had consulted, at | 
every step, his Cabinet, both with respect to that | 
boundary, and with respect to every other claim | 
on the part of the United States; and that he (Mr. | 


A.) was the last man in that Cabinet to consent to | 


any concession; that he considered it a part of | 
his duty to hold on to every claim of the United | 
States, whether of territory or anything else, 
until ordered to recede from it. That he further 


stated that, before the treaty was definitively | 
concluded, and after it had been generally agreed | 


pk but before the United States were under 
obligations to sign it, he was directed by Presi- 
dent Monroe to call upon General Jackson, and 


consult him with respect to that treaty, and with | 


: L r. || for the benefit of his country. 
;) and, as being a northern man, that it was his || 


, \ || no controversy; and he hoped the House would 
holders, and, if admitted, would send a slave | 


| with him 


call the editor of that paper the embassador of 


the Executive, according to a definition heretofore 


given to that term. By that definition, an embassa- || 


dor was a distinguished person sent abroad to lie 
He considered 
that editor in the capacity of an embassador of 
the Executive, and.«with him he desired to have 


| 
consider that he ought to have no controversy | 
| 
But in consequence of this editorial article, one | 
or two days since, he had repeated the statement, 
and added to it some circumstances with respect 
to the place where General Jackson lodged at the 
time; and perhaps he might have stated that Gen- 
eral Jackson was in the city when: the trevty was | 
signed. It was so stated in the editorial article | 
of the Globe of to-day; and it was also stated 
that that report was revised and added to by 
Mr. A. himself, Mr. A. said that, when he had 
explained two or three days ago, two reporters 
had sent to him to revise his remarks, one a 
reporter for the Globe, the other a reporter for | 
the Intelligencer, and in one of those two reports, | 
observing these words, ‘‘ that General Jackson | 
was here,”’ he had inserted at or near that time. | 
[t was possible that he might have said that Gen- 
eral Jackson was in the city when the treaty 
was concluded; but he was perfectly aware that 
General Jackson did leave this city for the North 


| 


| at the time that the treaty 


| was any obligation upon our 


| 


was signed. 
absent on a tour to the North. 


The editor went on repeating what Mr. A. had 


_ said, as follows: 


** After the treaty had been framed, and ready to receive 
the signatures of the contracting parties, but before thera 
art to sign it, by the express 
direction of Mr. Monroe, he (Mr. A.) took the treaty, drawn 
up as it was, to General Jackson, not as to the military 
commander of the Army of the United States, but as toa 
highly distinguished citizen of the United States, who, being 
here at the time, the then President of the United States 
thought a to consult upon a subject of such great im- 
portance. He took the treaty to him at his lodgings, which 
were in a house at that time kept, he believed, by Mr. 
Strother. He took and delivered that treaty into the bands 
of General Jackson, with the particular request from Mr. 
Monroe that he would read it over and give his opinion upon 
it. He would state further that General Jackson kept the 
treaty some time, possibly not more than one day, but he 


| keptita sufficient time to form a deliberate opinion upon it; 





|| that time kept, he believed, 


respect to that boundary; that he took the treaty | 
to General Jackson’s lodgings, and that he kept | 
it some time, perhaps one or two days, (he had | 
spoken from recollection, and with that degree | 
of diffidence which every one must do in speak- | 
ing with regard to mere incidental circumstances | 
at the eee of sixteen or seventeen years;) | 
but that General Jackson had, after retaining it | 
some time, returned the treaty to him with his | 
approbation of it. This was the substance of | 
what he had stated. This fact had not been de- || 
nied by the President of the United States; and || 
if he did deny it, Mr. A. should feel himself | 
called upon to produce evidence to prove it of a | 


near the time when the treaty was signed, and 
did not return to this city until after that event. 
He had now no doubt of the fact, and that it was 
as stated in the paper before him, that General 
Jackson was not in the city on the day when the 
treaty was signed. 

Now, with the permission of the House, he 
would consider this second article in the Globe as | 
authorized by the sovereign of this embassador, | 
thatis, by the President of the United States; and | 


ing to the President, in reply to what was stated 
here. He did so, because the editor, in preparing | 





| 
| 
it 


|| allegations ever 


he wished the House to understand him as speak- | 


| and has the honor of 


i and that he (Mr. A.) called upon him after a day or two, 
if 


and that he returned the treaty, with his approbation of that 
particular boundary.’ 


Now, he would ask the House to observe that 


|| this commentator went on to say— 


‘The public will mark the particularity of this phrase- 
ology : 

‘“ ¢. After the treaty had been framed and ready to receive the 
signatures.’ 

‘© © He took the treaty, drawn up as it was, to General Jack- 
son, he being here at the time.’ 

‘** He took the treaty to him at his lodgings, which were at 

by Mr. Strother. 
‘* « He took and delivered that treaty into the hands of Gen- 


| eral Jackson.’ 


‘** He would state further, that General Jackson kept the 


| treaty some time, possibly not more than one but he k 
| it a sufficient time to form a deliberate ciateas é.’ - 


‘<* He (Mr. 4.) called upon him after a a and he 
etumpen the treaty with his approbation of that particular 
oundary. 

“ These are certainly the most precise and special set of 
nned. We will proceed to show. that 
in every material point they are absolutely untrue. 

“The following note, which we have copied from the 
records of the State Department, shows that Mr. Adams 
first submitted his project of the treaty to Mr. Onis, on the 
13th of February, 1819: 

««* Mr. Adams presents his compliments to Mr. Onis, 
his acceptance the 


posing 
counter project Sedienel Gian which. Mr. Adams requests 


this article, had been allowed access to the official || as early a decision as may be convenient to Mr. Onis. Mr. 


different character than his own statements at this | documents in the Department of State, for the || Adams regrets that he is prevented by the ean se 


time. Mr. A. said that this had not been denied || purpose of contradicting what he (Mr. A.) had | 


by the President of the United States, but indi- 
rectly in a newspaper of this city, edited and 
published by the official printer of. this House, 
and furthermore by the official printer of the Ex- 
ecutive Government. 

There was, in the first place, two days after he 
had made this statement, an editorial article, 
stating that several members of Congress, who 
were not named, had thought proper to call upon 
the President, and to make inquiries of him with 
regard to the accuracy of this statement—that 
they had learned from the President that there 
must be some mistake in the matter, because he 
had no recollection of having been consulted re- 
specting that treaty before its conclusion. Please 
to observe (said Mr. A.) that my statement was 
not denied; it was sta 


the President of the United States, but by the 








| 
| 
iI 


, not by the authority of | 


question of veracity. Sir, in undertaking to 
settle this question of veracity, this embassador 
says: 

‘‘ Mr. Adams, in his speech published in the Globe of 
Wednesday, as revised by himself, and amended and 
added to by his own hand, makes the following precise 
averments: 

“ Ist. It is stated by him that ‘ General Jackson was here 
at the conclusion of this treaty.’ 

“2d. It is stated by him that ‘ the ang he signed on the 
22d of February, 1819, and that General Jackson 
time in this city.’ ”” 

The first averment was, that General Jackson 
was here at the conclusion of the treaty. Now 


that day about him; but in one of those two re- 
ports it would be found that it was stated that 


| said on a former occasion; or rather the editor | 
had undertaken to say that he had settled this | 


was at that | 


Mr. A. had not a Globe nor an Intelligencer of | 


| ively drawn up and acceded to by 
by this note : 


Mr. Onis from delivering this paper in person 
“* DepaRTMENT oF State, February 13, 1819.’ 


“On the 19th of February, 1819, the treaty was ‘ definit- 
the President,’ as is shown 


“ «Mr. Adams presents his compliments to the Chevalier 
de Onis, and has the honor of sending him a of the 
treaty as definitively drawn up and acceded to by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, in our language, to which it will 

necessary to have the Spanish copy made conformable. 
Mr. de Onis will perceive that the President has consented 
to several of the modifications proposed on the part of Mr. 
de Onis and by him; the rest have, on full deliberation, 
been concluded to be inadmissible. Any variation from 
the draft now sent could have no effect other than of 
leading to new discussions, which would defeat the common 
object of coming to an immediate conclusion. As soon as 
the Spanish copy shall have been prepared, Mr. Adams 
will thank Mr. de Onis to have the originals in both lan- 
guages made out, so that they may be executed next Monday 
morning, and every assistance from this Department will be 
given to effect that object. 

“ ¢ Department or State, Februury 19, 1819.’ 




































































































































































that it was on the same day by the Senate: 
« €It is said, and we have no doubt correctly, that the 
of the United States yesterday laid before the 
Benate a TREATY recently euntheted between Mr. Secre- 
Adams on the part of the United States, and Don Luis 
de Onis, on the of Spe, FOR A CRSSION OF FLORIDA 
— National Intelligencer, February, 


} 
i 
| 


ble an office to 
the unanimous 


* «It is seldom that we have so acce 
perform as that of announcing to our re 
ratification 


| 


by the Senate of @ TREATY OF AMITY, SETTLE 
MENT, AND LimiTs BeTWeeN THE UniTeD STATES AND 
Gratx, as recently concluded at this place by Mr. Secre- 
Adains and Don Luis de Onis.— National Intelligencer, 

Fi 25, 1819. 

* From these documents, then, it a that Mr. 
Adan submitted his project to Mr. Onis on the 13th of 
February; that it was discussed between them until the 
19th, when it was ‘concluded,’ that the treaty was not 
* drawn up and ready to be signed’ until the 22d. 

“ General Jackson was notin this city at any point of 
time referred toby Mr. Adams in his statement tothe House. 
He was not here when the treaty was ‘ concluded ’—he 
was not here when ‘ it was drawn up and ready to receive 
the signature ’—he was not here when it ‘ was signed >— 
nor was he here at any point of time before it was signed 
and after it was drawn up, 80 that he e¢ould have received 
it from the hands of Mr. Adams, read it, and given it his 
————-. He left this city on the Iith of February, 
1819, and did not return until the Ist of March, as the fol- 
lowing extracts will establish beyond doubt: 


“ Major General Jackson and his suit, consisting of sev- || 


erai officers, left this yesterday morning for Baltimore on 
a tour northward.”—National Intelligencer, February 12, 
1819. 


“Major General Andrew Jackson and suit arrived in 
thie city last evening.”—Baltimore Patriot, February 12, 
1819. 


| abe editor of the 
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United States. The substance of the remark, 
when divested of its classicality, and laying bare 
its substance, is this: That General Jackson uses 
Globe as an embassador to send 


abroad and propagate lies for him. 1 think, sir, in 


| all human charity, if the gentleman had sup- 


pesed that the President was in error in any 
statement, even if he had made it, that the error 
was unintentional; I think he should have as 
much charity for the President, as he now calls upon 
sthis House to have for him, in an unintentional 
error on his part in a statement made to this 
House a few days since. I do not believe that 
General Jackson keeps any embassador to go and 
propaga lies for him; and the fontiomen from 

assachusetts must pardon me if I cannot believe 
that anybody else believes so. The great prin 


_ ciple of charity, which ought to operate on every 
| human heart, would teach us to say that neither 
| the President nor ex-President has been guilty 


of a willful misstatement. It is probable that 
those persons who are approaching the bounda- 
ries of three score and ten, cannot have that re- 
tention of memory which belongs to those who 
are younger in years. But I consider the charge 
he has brought against the President beneath the 
dignity of the high character and the many ex- 
alted stations the gentleman has filled in his coun- 
try’s service, and, I might say, with honor to 
| himself and benefit to his country, in many in- 
| stances. It was with perfect astonishment I heard 
the allegation from him, to which I have taken 
exception. The expression to which I have taken 
exception seems to impeach the veracity of the 
President. So far as I ever heard, his character 





Now (said Mr. A.) please to observe, the treat 
was sentto Mr. Onis for signature on the 13t 
of February, and, if he so signed it, the United 
States were bound to sign it also. What was his 
statement? After the treaty was drawn up, but 
before there was any obligation on our part to 
sign it, he had taken it to General Jackson.-Well, 
General Jackson left the city on the 11th of Feb- 
ruary, 1819, and Mr. A. had sent the treaty to Mr. 
Onis to sign on the 13th. Now, where was the 
inconsistency of this with the statement he had 
made to the House. He had stated that the treaty 
had been prepared and was ready to be signed, but 
that we were under no obligations to sign it when 
he presented it to General Jackson. The proof 
was, that General Jackson left the city on the 11th 
of February, and that, two days afterwards, he | 
(Mr. A.) had sent atreaty to Mr. Onisto sign; and 
that was a counter projet to a projét which Mr. 
Onis had sent to Mr. A. before. Why, the treaty 
had been under negotiation for three months be- | 
fore it came to that stage; and, from this docu- 
meat, he should infer, what he believed was the 
fact, although he did not venture so to state it, | 





last act of Mr. Monroe, before sending it to Mr. 
Onis for his signature. 
He believed he had sufficiently explained to | 








for veracity stands unquestioned. Can the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts say as much? I ap- 
rehend not. It seems, Mr. Speaker, that the 

| high and distinguished personages of this Gov- 
| ernment have their troubles as well as we who 
are of the smallerfry. If my recollection is not 
at fault, some fifteen or twenty years ago, shortly 
| after the conclusion of the treaty at Ghent. the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts was engaged in 
a question of veracity with another gentleman, 
who has long occupied, and perhaps justly, a 
very exalted situation in this country. hat be- 
came of the question? It was adjourned over, 
and a book was to be written about it. Now let 
ushave the book. If itis not forthcoming, I may 
introduce a resolution here calling for the book. 
It would be equally proper with many resolu- 
tions which have been introduced in this House. 
General Jackson has stated he has no recollec- 
tion of the transaction alluded to by the gentle- 
man. Every one acquainted with the President, 
the manliness of his character, and the frankness 
with which he always utters his sentiments, will 
ut once conclude that if such a transaction ever 
took place, and he had recollected it, he would 








But, Mr. Speaker, I most solemnly protest 
agree a practice which is prevailing in this 
House to an extent detrimental to the public busi- 


that the sending of it to General Jackson was the | have so stated at once. 


the House what might appear to be inaccurate 

in what he had said heretofore, and he hoped it 

would satisfy the House that he had made no 

statement of any consequence or materiality that 

was in the smallest degree contradicted by any- 

thing produced in that paper; and that, if the 

official documents produced were correct, they 

go to confirm the statement he made, instead of | 
eeeeeas we it. 

Mr, HUNTSMAN asked the consent of the 
House to make a statement in reference to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
who had just taken his seat. 

Objection being made, Mr. HUNTSMAN | 
moved to suspend the rules to enable him to | 
cea his object; which was agreed to— | 

yes 111, noes 41. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am sen- | 

sible of the polite indulgence shown to me by the | 








House, in ting the privilege of reply to the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts, for sib I am | 
rateful. It is with the deepest 


that Tam called upon, as one of the Tennessee 
delegation, who, in common with my constitu- 
enis, feel an interestin the public character of 
Andrew Jackson, to notice one of the statements 
that have been uttered by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts in relation to the President of the 


ness. On every occasion when a member or his 
conduct is called in question by a newspaper par- 
agraph, instead of hunting up the editor or the au- 
thor, and either having it explained, or taking 
measures with him or them, why, sir, the mem- 
ber comes into the House, and, to the interrup- 
tion of all other business, calls upon the House, 
in deep and doleful terms, to suspend the business 
of Congress until he unfolds his tale of private 

riefs in more sympathetic streams than Jeremiah 
did in writing his longest chapter of lamentations. 
Now, sir, if the gentleman thinks General Jack- 
son has injured him, I advise him to go and tell 
General Jackson so himself; that is the manly 
mode of doing business in the West. To pour out 





| his complaints and charges here, where the party | 


charged can neither hear nor answer the charge, 


| as these old gentlemen are about of equal age— 


both have filled many important stations in the 
| Government—the one President, the other ex- 


t that I feel ] President of the United States—let the gentleman | 


\| from Massachusetts and demand satisfaction 


from the President himself; I have no doubt the | 
President will give him any sort of satisfaction; | 
I will agree, crippled as I am, to underwrite for | 


General Jackson. He will explain matters and 
things fully to the gentleman. This is the mode 


is not the sort of chivalry that ladmire. Now, | 
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that I, humble and unknown as I am, had to take 
not long since with the editor of the Telegraph. An 
article appeared in that paper charging me with 
being a partisan, and other things. “So posin 
the editor was mistaken or misinformed, called 
upon him, and he promptly published an explan- 
— tree for that a4 “ I think 
charity, eling, good ne orhood, and 
ssalal scliaions in life, all eaaley’ that, if we feel 
injured, we should first inquire if it was inten- 
tionally done. Is there any explanation to give? 
If so, receive it; if not, settle your differences out 
of this House—shed no crocodile tears here. ] 
have heretofore voted to give individual members 
the privilege of venting their complaints here; 
but ifmy Maker will forgive me for that error, I 
will offend inthe like case no more; and I hope 
it will be the last occurrence of the sort in. this 
House. 

Mr. Speaker, one observation more, and I shall 
close my remarks. From the high standing of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, I have a right 
to suppose that the expression made by him, to 
which have taken exception, was made under 
the influence of deep excitement and without due 
wflection. I cannot believe that he himself will 
consider that he has done justice to General Jack- 
son in this particular. If he possesses the justice 
and animity that we have a right to expect 
—the charity for others that he has just claimed 
of us for himself—the gentleman will immedi- 
ately withdraw the charge, and act by others as 
he would wish others to act towards him. 


NEW POST ROUTES. 


On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Saco, in the State of Maine 
to Ossipee, in the State of New Hampshire, by the way of 
Salmon Falls, in Hollis, Waterborough Comer, Limerick 
Corner, Parsonfield Academy, and Effingham; also, for a 
route from Portland, in the State of Maine, to Centre Har- 
bor, in the State of New Hampshire, Sone way of Stroud- 
water Village, Scarborough, Buxton, Salmon Falls, in Hol- 
lis, Carlis Corner, in Waterborough, Limerick Corner, 
Dam’s Mills, and Adams’s Corner, in Newfield, Leighton’s 
Corner in Ossipee, Ossipee Corner, Tuftonborough, and 
Moultonborough. 

Mr. McKAY, on leave, presented a petition; 
which was referred. > 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, called for the 
orders of the day; which were taken 7 

Mr. CAMBRELENG felt it to be his duty, 
whatever might be the result, to move to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of proceeding with the 
consideration of the fortification bill. 

The motion was negatived. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the Senate were read 
| twice and committed: 
| A bill for the relief of David McCord; and 
A bill to provide for carrying into effect the 
treaty of limits, and an additional article thereto, 
between the United States of America and the 
United Mexican States. 


BILLS PASSED. 


| A bill from the Senate to give effect to patents 
| for lands issued in the names of deceased persons 
passed as amended. 

wee na ete engrossed bills were read the 
|| third time and passed: 

| A bill for the relief of Michael Thornton; and 
| BR dace granting a pension to Theophilus E. 
|| Beekman. 

| PRIVATE BILLS. 


| 


} 


| 


The House went into Committee of the Whole 
ee Tuomson, of Ohio, in the chair) on the 
ollowing private bills: 
1. A bill for the relief of Thomas McClelland 
and James Smith; 
2. A bill for the relief of John McCarroll, Jr.; 
3. A bill for the relief of William Hewes; 
4. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Colonel Anthony White; 
5. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
\| Tristam Coffin, deceased; 
6. A bill for the relief of Henry Keefer; 
7. A bill for the relief of Francis Bashford; 
8. A bill for the relief of Bernard Pompilly; 
9. A bill for the relief of Elisha Lucas; 
10. A bill for the relief of John Cowper; 











1836. 


11. A bill for the relief of the Lexington and 
Ohio Railroad Company; 

12. A bill for the relief of James Whitsell and 
Jacob Stewart; 

13. A bill for the relief of the representatives 
of Captain John Winston, deceased; 

14. A bill for the relief of John S. Devlin; 

15. A bill for the relief of Patrick Green; 

16. A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue to David T. Talbot 
a patent for a quarter section of land; | 





17. A bill for the relief of Thaddeus Tuttle; 
18. A bill for the relief of James Steel; 
19. A bill for the relief of the representatives || 
of Captain Tarpley White, deceased; 
20. A bill for the relief of Daniel Whitney, and || 
others; 
21. A bill for the’ relief of Jean Baptiste Grain- || 
er; : 
. 22. A bill for the relief of. the representatives 
of William Graham, deceased; 
23. A bill to amend the charter of the Potomac 
Fire Insurance Company; 
24. A bill for the relief of the widows and or- 
hans of the officers, seamen, &c., of the schooner 
ild Cat; 
25. A bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons; |! 
26. A bill for the relief of Davis Hunt; 
27. A bill for the relief of William York; 
28. A bill for the relicf of Relief Harris; 
29. A bill for the relief of the representatives 
of Lathrop Allen, deceased; 
30. A bill from the Senate for the relief of the 
representatives of Robert Jouct, deceased; 
31. A bill for the relief of James Taylor; and 
32. A bill for the relief of Robert Allison. 


The committee, after some time, rose and re- 
ported the bills to the House, with the exception 
of the 4th, 5th, 13th, 19th, 23d, and 32d, upon 
which the committee asked and obtained leave to 
sit again. Amendments to the 6th, 7th, and 
29th, were concurred in; and the Ist, 2d, 3d, 6th, 
7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 6th, 
17th, 18th, Qkst, 22d, 23d, 24th, 2th, 26th, 2th, 
W8th, Wth, 30th, and 3ist, were ordered to be en- 
grossed and read the third time: The 20th was 
postponed until to-morrow. 


The House again went into committee (Mr. 
SuTwHeranp in the chair) on the following bills: 


1. A bill for the relief of John Dal; 

2. A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Platt; 

3. A bill for the relief of Sciota Evans; 

4. A bill for the relief of the securities of Nich- 
olas Kern; 3 

5. A bill for the relief of Doctors J. E. B. 
Findley and A. E. Deas; 

6. A bill for the relief of Lieutenant John Mc- 
Dowel; 

7. A bill for the relief of William Walker, 
Abraham Woodall, and heirs of Samuel Brown; 

8. A bill for the relief of Joseph R. Folsom, 
and the owners and crew of the schooner Galaxy; 

9. A bill granting a pension to William Law- 
rence; 

10. A bill for the relief of Elihu Hall Bay, and 
others; 

11. A bill for the relief of Theodore Stanwood, 
Samuel W. Brown, and John Woodbury; 

12. A bill for the relief of John Howell; 

13. A bill for the relief of James Baldridge; 

14. A bill for the relief of William W. Steven- 
son and Joseph Henderson; 

15. A bill for the relief of Samuel Hunt; 

16, A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of 
Arkansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of the treaty between the United States 
and the Choctaw Indians; : 

17. A bill for the relief of certain persons who 
have been deprived of the right of preémption 
by the location of Indian reservations, or floating 

rights granted by Congress; 

18. A bill for the relief of Simon Summers; 

19. A bill for the relief of John Pickard; 

20. A bill for the relief of Richard Martin; 

21. A bill for the relief of the representatives 
of Captain Thomas Cook, deceased; 

22. A bill for the relief of John Randolph Clay; 
23. A bill for the relief of Henry Wheaton; 
24, 4 bill for the relief of James L. Stokes; 

. A 









25 bill for the relief of Danie! Bush; 
26. A bill for the relief of Peter Dimick; 


| tilator of ships. 


| on the table; the 28th was referred to the Com- 


| to be engrossed and read a third time to- || 
| morrow. 


| 
| 
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27. A bill for the relief of the Union Gold Min- 
ing Company; 

28. A bill for the relief of Melancthon Taylor 
Woolsey; 1} 

29. A bill to reward the captors of the Tripoli- \ 
tan frigate, late the frigate Philadelphia; 

30. A bill providing that John Smith be 
on the list of invalid pensioners; 

31. A bill for the relief of the re 
of Jacob Shoemaker, deceased; 

32. A bill for the relief of the representatives || 
of Garland Burnley, deceased; 

33. Abill for the relief of Peter Cook, a soldier | 
in the late war; 

34. A bill for the relief of Samuel Kincaid; 








placed || 
i] 


oe II 
presentatives || 
| 


36. A bill to provide compensation to James | 
Barron for the use of his invention, called a ven- | 


The committee, after some time, rose and report- 
ed the bills to the House, with the exception of | 
the 6th, 10th, 14th, 16th, 17th, Qist, 27th, 29th, || 
32d, and 36th, upon which the committee asked \| 
and obtained leave to sit again. The 23d was laid 


| 


mittee on Claims; and the other bills reported || 
from the Committee of the Whole were ordered || 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
an adjournment, which was lost. 
The House again went into committce (Mr. 
Gutter in the chair) on the following bills: 
1. A bill for the relief of Philip F. Voorhees; 
2. A bill for the relief of Mary Tucker; 
3. A bill for the relief of James L. Cochran; 
4. A bill for the relief of Isaac Welborn, Jr., 
and William Welborn; 
5. A bill for the relief of John Jeffers; 
6. A bill for the relief of Joshua Pitcher; 
7. A bill for the relief of the representatives of || 
Colonel Thomas Knowlton, deceased; 
8. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua 
Fanning, deceased; 
9. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Colonel Richard Campbell; 
10. A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 
Doctor William Johonnot, deceased; 
11. A bill for the relief of J. Eloi Rachal; 
12. A bill for the relief of Paul Poissot; 
13. A bill for the relief of Samuel Gilbert 
others; 
14. A bill for the relief of Wealthy Barker, | 
widow of Isaac Barker, deceased; 
15. A bill for the benefit of William Marbury; | 
. A bill for the relief of Job Wooa; 
. A bill for the relief of George Elliott; 
. A bill for the relief of John Bennett; 
. A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Gunni- | 


| 
| 
1} 
| 








and | 
e | 








. A bill for the relief of James Herron; 
. A bill for the relief of the representatives 
of Presly Thornton, deceased; 

22. A bill for the relief of Joseph Prescott; 

23. A bill for the relief of the representatives 
of William Hooper Smith, deceased; 

24. A bill for the relief of the representatives 
of William Anderson, deceased; 

25. A bill for the relief of Henry Lee; 

26. A bill granting a pension to Samuel Cole; 

27. A bill to amend an act to incorporate the 
Medical Society of the District of Columbia; 

28. A bill granting a pension to John F. Wiley; 

29. A bill for the relief of the representatives 
of Lewis Durett; 

30. A bill for the relief of William Pollard’s 
heirs; 

31. A bill grantinga pension to James Stevens; 


and 

32. A bill for the relief of Major General Alex- 
ander Macomb; 

The committee subsequently rose, and reported 
the bills to the House, with the exception of the 
Qd, 3d, 4th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, I1th, 12th, 15th, 
Qist, 2d, 23d, 2th, and 32d, upon which the 
committee asked and obtained leave to sit again ° 
The 1st was postponed until to-morrow, and the 
remainder of the bills, except the 24th and 25th 
were ordered to be engrossed, and read a thi 
time to-morrow. 

Pending the consideration of the 24th bill, the 
House adjourned. 





| acquainted with the facts. 





at 


~ ee 


IN SENATE. 
. Sarurpay, May 14, 1836. 
The CHAIR communicated a report from the 


War Department in reply to a resolution of the 
| Senate, relative to the contracts made four the re- 
moval of the Creek Indians. 


Also a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury, transmitting a report from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, on the subject 
| of preémption. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented the memorial 


| of Edward L. Crane, remonstrating against oe 
| change in the location of the Cumberland road; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Roads 


!| and Canals. | 
35. A bill for the relief of John H. Howell; and || > Mr. KIN 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented the petition 


of sundry citizens of Georgia, praying for the 
establishment of a post route; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following reso- 


|| lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to Silas 


Willams, a soldier of the revolutionary war. 
Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 


| which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Land Office be 


| requested to send to the Senate a statement of the number 


of sixteenth sections of the public lands which belong to 
the State of Missouri for school purposes; what number of 


|| such sections are actually selected; what number are in- 
| terfered with from conflicting claims derived from the Gov- 


ernments of France, Spain, or the United States; and what 
amount is due the State of Missouri on account of the 


| fractional sections. 


BANKING IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that he had that 
morning received, through the medium of one of 
the public journals of the country, information 
which had created in his mind no inconsiderab!e 


| degree of astonishment, and which information, 


he presumed, would produce a like effect upon 
the mind of every individual who should be made 
He had noticed that 
the Legislative Council of Florida had recently 
established ‘‘ banking institutions,’’ the maxi- 
mum of whose capital amounted to at least 
$12,000,000. This said he) may be all necessary 
for the ** fair business transactions’’ of the Territory, 
but it was, however, an amount of banking cap- 
ital quadruple the amount of banking capital em- 
ployed in his own State, with a population of 
nearly three hundred thousand white male inhab- 
itants, while there was not, at this time, within 
the Territory, a sufficient white population to en- 
title Florida to a place among the States of this 
Union. There had been established a ‘ Life 
Insurance and Trust Company,” with banking 
powers, to be located at St. Augustine, its maxi- 
mum capital amounting 10 $4.0 000. The char- 
ter of this company extends for the term of fifty 

ears, and it possesses the power of establishing 
Cranehen in any part of the Territory. Beside 
this trust company, ‘‘ there are in F'lorida,”’ ag 
he learned, ‘‘several other moneyed institutions— 
the Union and Central Banks at Tallahassee—one 
with $3,000,000, the other with $2,000,000 of 
capital;’’ and he believed that it would appear, if 
an examination should take place into this sub- 
ject, that in the course of the last winter the ter- 
ritorial government of Florida had established 
‘* banking companies’’ at Pensacola and at St. 
Joseph, the maximum capital of each consistin 
of $3,000,000. From what he had stated, it woul 
result that moneyed institutions had been recent! y 
chartered in Florida whose maximum capital 
amounted to the enormous sum of $12,000,000. 
This is, however, not the whole story. 

It will be found, upon examination, he had ne 
doubt, that other moneyed institutions had been 
previously established at Pensacola, and in other 
parts of the Territory. All this, as be had 
remarked before, may be right, necessary, and 
proper the condition, the state, the commercial 

usiness may demand this most extraordinary, 


if not alarming, increase of the moneyed institu- 
tions of the Territory, but it may be wrong; it 
may spring from that uncontrollable Sor specu- 


lation which is abroad in the land. He would not 
presume to pass judgment upon these transac- 
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tions. The account given had made a strong 
impression upon his mind, and he felt it to be 
his duty to bring the matter to the notice of the 
Senate. He had prepared a resolution instructing 
the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire into 
the character, condition, and the amount of capital 
of the several moneyed insututions ae 
banking powers which have been chartere 
within the last three years by the territorial 
government of Florida, and to report to the 
Senate whether in their opinion any proceeding 
on the part of the Senate, or any legislation on 
the part of Congress, is necessary. : 
He could not doubt but that Congress possessed 
‘‘supervisory authority over territorial legisla- 
tion’’—that Congress possessed the power to 
disapprove of, and to annul the laws which 
might be enacted by the proper authority of this 
Territory. This was his impression; and he 
believed that our own statutes would show that 


| 
| 





we had ‘* disapproved and declared nulland void”’ 


a legislative act of Florida years after the act had 
been approved. Atany event, he believed it was 
competent for the Senate to express its own 
opinion, its own views, upon the legislative pro- 
ecedings of Florida to which he had referred. 
He would therefore ask leave to present the 
resolution he had prepared, and he hoped the 
Senate would adopt it, and that the Committee 
on the Judiciary would investigate this whole 
matter, and make report whether the business of 


the ‘Territory called for this increase of her mon- || 


eyed institutions. For himself, he most conscien- 
tiously believed that there was imminent danger 
that the credulous, the thoughtless, the confiding 
portion of our community may be overwhelmed in 
this deluge of speculation which is now spreading 
over our beloved country. 

Mr. H. then submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resoived, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the character, condition, and the 
amount of capital of the several “ banking institutions” 
whieh bave been chartered within the last three years by 
the territorial goverament of Florida; and that they report 
to the Senate whether, in their opinion, any legislation of 
Congress is necessary to disafiirm the establishment of said 
charters. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Richard 
C. Stockton, William B. Stokes, and others. 

Mr. CLAYTON explained the object of this 
bill, which was to refer the case of those gentle- 
men to the Solicitor of the Treasury, who, after 
examining all the evidence on the subject, should 
decide according to the principles of equity and 
justice. - 

The committee (Mr. C. said) were unanimously 
in favor of this bill, believing that these gentlemen 
were justly entitled to relief. 

Mr. BUCHANAN advocated the billin aspeech 
of some length, observing that. this case was, 
early in the session, submitted to the committee; 
and there was not a member of it who was not 
of opinion that these persons were entitled to 
compensation for the services they had rendered. 
Mr. B. spoke of the fidelity with which the con- 
tracts had been performed; and observed that he 
had had no communication on this subject with 
these gentlemen at all; but he knew them to be 
highly meritorious contractors, who, in order to 
sustain themselves thus far, had made great exer- 
tions, and had stretched their credit to the utmost. 

After being amended, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, without a division. 

fr. KING, of Alabama, on leave, introduced 
a bill for the relief of Thomas T. Barton; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. K. also, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill for the relief of the several corporations 
of the District of Columbia, made a report there- 
on, recommending that the Senate agree to the 
first amendment, and submitting an amendment 
to the second. 

Mr. K. explained the bearing of the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives upon the 
bill as it had passed the Senate. One of the 
amendments of the House had reduced the appro- 
priation $600,000, in which he supposed the Senate 











would concur. The other amendment proposed 
to take the stock in the canal absolutely, whereas 
the Senate had only proposed to take it as a secu- 
rity. For his part, he was opposed to taking the 
stock absolutely, and hoped the amendment of 
the House authorizing it would be stricken out; 
and if the House of Representatives should not 
concur in the amendment to strike it out, per- 
haps some arrangement could be made in com- 
mittee of conference upon the amendments which 
would meet the views of both branches. If, how- 
ever, the Senate should not think proper to strike it 
out, he had anamendment prepared to offer, which 
| would make the section more acceptable to him, 
and he thought it would make it more so to others. 
| He wished the Senate to understand distinctly the 
| principles on which they were voting. If they 
| struck out the second section, it would be relin- 
_ quishing entirely the stock to these corporations, 
and making the appropriations in the bill with- 
out*taking any security for reimbursement. If 
they retained this second section, it would be 
taking this stock as the absolute property of the 
| Government, and depriving the three cities of the 
| resources by which they might relieve them- 
_ selves from theirgreat pecuniary embarrassments. 
| He had iieeaperneha objections to the Government 
| owning this stock, on he would therefore be glad 
| to see this section stricken out. 
Mr. WALKER said that, being a member of 
the committee which reported this bill, it seemed 
necessary that he should explain his reasons for 


to the Government becoming joint stockholders 
| in any company; and he should, therefore, vote 
for the amendment to strike out the second scction, 
believing it better for the United States to have 
| no security at all for the advances they were to 
make, than to be secured in so objectionable a 


way. 

On taking the question, the first amendment of 
the House was concurred in without a division; 
| and the amendment to the second amendment 
reported by the committee, striking out the second 
section, which provides that the stock held by 
the three corporations shall be relinquished to the 
Government, was agreed to—ayes 21, noes 9. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the 
| petition of sundry inhabitants of Michigan, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a new land office, 
| moved that the committee be discharged from the 
| further consideration thereof; which motion was 
agreed to. 

The bill to extend the western boundary of the 
State of Missouri was read the third time and 
| passed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the memorial 
of John Ross and others, in behalf of the Chero- 
kees, made a report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill to establish a naval 
academy; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 





BILL INTRODUCED. 


relief of the children and heirsof the late William 
Fisher, deceased; and a bill for the relief of Elisha 
Moreland, William S. Kennedy, and others; 
which were severally read twice, and referred. 


RELIEF TO THE DISTRICT CORPORATIONS. 


Mr. LEIGH, who had voted with the majority, 
| moved a reconsideration of the vote striking out 
| the second section of the bill for the relief of the 
| corporate cities of the District of Columbia, as 
amended by the House. This vote (hesaid) gave 
| to these cities a large sum of money without taking 

any consideration whatever for the repayment 
of the money. He confessed that he had not 
_ attended sufficiently to this amendment to under- 
| stand its purport when he gave his vote; indeed 

he was under the impression that the question 
then taken had a different import from the one 
it really had. He did not consider that he had 


Mr. MOORE, on leave, introduced a bill for the 


|| agreeing to the report. He never could have voted | 

for the bill in the shape that it came from the 
House, as it proposed to make the Government 

_ the purchasers of stock in this canal company, in 

| the same manner as if it had originally subscribed 
to the same amount. He had strong objections 









| 


| the simple question before the Senate as plain! 
as language could make it. 
| the secon 
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a right to vote to give this money to the city of 
Washington, or to anybody else, without security 
for reimbursement, and he therefore moved for a 
reconsideration of the vote. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, thought he had stated 








If they struck out 
section, they gave up the stock and 
advanced the money without any pledge what- 
ever; if they retained the section there would be 
a transfer of this stock to the Government. He 
did not mean to mislead a single individual in the 
explanation he had given. e wished further 
to state that, if the object was to take from these 
corporations the stock for which they had paid 
$650,000, it would leave them without any re- 
sources to rid themselves from the heavy embar- 
rassments under which they were laboring. 

Mr. LEIGH did not doubt that the honorable 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine] had made the 
explanation as stated, and he confessed it was 
his own fault for not understanding it; but his 
mind, at that moment, had been abstracted from 
the subject. If he had understood the question, 
he should have voted directly contrary to the vote 
he gave. He agreed with the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Waker,] that the Government 
had no right to become a joint stockholder, but 
would not enter into a discussion of that question 
at that time. He would prefer the amendment 

roposed to be offered by the Senator from Ala- 
ama, [Mr. Kine,] in case this amendment to 
strike out failed, to the section as it now stood. 

The reconsideration was then ordered; and the 
question recurred on striking out the second sec- 
tion. 

Mr. GRUNDY wished to know from the chair- 
man of the committee whether, if this amend- 
ment were adopted, these corporations would re- 
main in debt to the Government, or whether the 
appropriation iu. the bill was to be considered as 
a free gift? - 

Mr. KING replied that there was no obligation 
whatever on the part of these corporations to 
refund this money. The object (Mr. K. said) was 
to relieve these corporations from their embar- 
rassments, and to get rid of the whole matter. If 
gentlemen were not prepared to go this far, he 
was, for he believed that the expenses incurred 
by one of these corporations had greatly enhanced 
the value of the Government’s property, the taxes 
on which alone would amount to the sum granted. 
He hoped this bill would be sent to the other 
House, unembarrassed by any stock transactions 
whatever. - 

Mr. WEBSTER could not see any difference 
in the principle between lending these corpora- 
tions money on security, and giving it to them as 
a donation. He was here when the loan was con- 
tracted, and, foreseeing the difficulties that would 
be created by it, had remonstrated against it; and 
in fact none protested more loudly against it than 
the good people of Washington themselves. It 
was well known that these corporations, the city 
of Washington in particular, pretended to have 
claims against the Government on account of 
expenditures which had had the effect of raising 
This was no doubt 
true, to some extent; and he thought the money 


| granted bY this bill would be a very liberal way of 


paying all claims they might have of that nature. 
e was willing to give them this money, atid to 
have the debt considered as canceled. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia [Mr. Kine, 
of Alabama] had avowed this appropriation to 
be a donation. He (Mr. C.) doubted. the pro- 

riety and also the constitutionality of making it. 

e would much rather support the bill as sent 
from the Senate. He believed, when the canal was 
extended to the mineral regions, the stock would 
rise above par. He would much rather the bill 
would be sent back to the House of Representa- 
tives, as it had originally passed the Senate. He 
doubted the right of Congress to vote away the 
money of the people, without making provision 
to have it returned to their Treasury again. 

Mr. NILES said it was a very ungracious task 
in any one to oppose this bill, containing a dona- 
tion to these corporations, which a high sense of 
public duty required him to do. Congress, in his 
opinion, had no right to interfere in this matter, 
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except as the local Legislature of the District of | 
Columbia. These people had involved themselves 
in this great work, and for his part he could see 
no foundation for this claim either in law or equity. | 
So far as the Government had stepped in as an in- 
dorser, they ought to see the debt paid. 
paid the debt in the capacity of an indorser, they 
ought, as an indorser, to secure themselves for the 
reimbursement of it. He believed conscientiously 
that to relieve these people from these improvident 
acts would be to encourage improvidence. The 
value of this stock at this time was not worth 
one sixth of the amount of the debt; and the very 
property which the money appropriated by Con- 

ress had purchased might not be worth $10,000; 
but whether worth much or little, they ought to 
take security, not as a hard creditor on the whole 
property of the District, but on this canal prop- 
erty, on account of which the debt had been 
incurred. 








Mr. WRIGHT said, as he had opposed this | 


bill originally, he owed it to himself to explain 
the views which would govern his vote upon the 
question now presented. It seemed to him to be 
simple, and to rest within a very narrow com- 

ass. The Senate passed this bill assuming the 

olland debt, amounting, as he understood, to 
one and a half millions of dollars; and also ap- 
propriating from the public Treasury from six 
to seven hundred thousand dollars to pay the 
several cities of Washington, Georgetown, and 
Alexandria the interest and charges they had 
respectively paid on account of their respective 
portions of the loan from Holland; and, as a 
show of security to the Government for those 
payments, the bill provided for a pledge or mort- 
gage to the United States of the stock held by 


THE CONG 


j 


If they | 





for the public Treasury by passing the bill in 
this shape, than in the shape in which it had | 
been first put by the Senate. He must be most 
distinctly understood as entifely opposed to the 
whole appropriation in any shape; and his present | 
object was, having seen that a majority of the || 
Senate were favorable to the bill in some shape, 
|, to make the best bargain for the Treasury in his 
power. It seemed to him that some gefitlemen | 
were treating rather with matters of form than 
; matters of substance. They were insisting upon 
|| the form of security for the entire amount of lia- 
|| bility assumed by the Government, while no man | 


|| tend, that the real value of the security proposed 


|| of money from which we propose to relieve the 
|| Treasury in consideration of yielding our mort- | 
|| gage upon the stock, which is all the security 
offered, or proposed to be taken. 

Mr. W. 


| 


| and in any shape, while his feelings remained as 
| they now were, vote against the bill. 





|| did contend, and he was sure no man would con- || 


' 
| ] 
said, entertaining these views, he | 
|| should vote for the amendment recommended by | 
the committee, though he should at all times, || be instructed to inquire into the expediency of restoring 
|| the 
i} 


| 
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use 


for concurrence. 


On motion of Mr. SHEPLEY, the Senate took 


| up the bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; and, 


after a debate, 


'| to the C 





Mr. BLACK had always voted against bills || 


|| similar to this. In the first place he was opposed | 


| to the claim, and in the second place he was op- 
|| posed to taking nominal oe which was, in 
|| fact, no security atall, and which he was opposed 
|| to having anything to do with. He concurred in 
'| opinion with the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. 
i Rive) that it was better to give it as a donation 


' 


|| than to have anything to do with the stock. He | 
|| could not see the difference in the power of Con- | 
|| gress between loaning the money on the security | 


|| of a transfer of the stock, and giving it as a do- 








each city respectively in the Chesapeake and | 


Ohio Canal Company. 

The bill went to the House in this shape, where 
it was amended by striking out the appropriation 
of from six to seven hundred sheen dollars for 
interest and expenses, and by striking out also 
the provision for the pledge, or mortgage, of the 
stock, and inserting, in lieu thereof, a provision 
for a positive transfer of the stock to the United 
States, in consideration of the assumption by the 
ee of an equal amount of the Holland 

ebt. 

The committee of the Senate, as he thought, 
most wisely, had disagreed to the amendment 
of the House providing for a positive transfer of 
the stock, because he considered that provision | 
entirely objectionable in principle, as in effect | 
making the United States a purchaser of this | 
amount of the stock of the canal company at par, 
for money advanced, or for an eqnal liability, 
less advantageous to the public Treasury than 
an advance of money. He was unable to dis- 
cover any difference in principle between this 
proposition and a proposition to subscribe, on 
the — of the Government, to an equal amount 
of the stock of this canal company. 

The committee of the Senate now recommend | 





to us to concur in the first amendment of the || 


House, to strike out the appropriation for interest 
and expenses, amounting to between six and 
seven hundred thousand dollars; and, in consid- 
eration of this, to give up to the cities the pledge, 
or mortgage, upon the canal stock proposed to 
be taken by the bill, as it originally passed the 
Senate; and to strike out the amendment of the 
House requiring the transfer of the stock to the 
United States. 

Mr. W. said he should vote for the amendment 
peorenee by the committee of the Senate, simp] 

use he considered the bill in this shape muc 

more favorable to the public Treasury than in 
the shape in which it originally passed the Senate, 
and because he could not consent to the principle 
contained in the amendment of the House gequir- 
ing a positive transfer of the stock to the $ritea 
States. He did not consider the intrinsic value 
of the steck worth the six or seven hundred thou- 
sand dollars stricken from the bill as the consid- 
eration fora release of all claim upon the canal 
stock. He would not now vote for an appropria- 
tion of that amount of money from the Treasury 
for the purchase of the stock, as a mere financial 
measure, without any objection of principle to 
such a use of the public money. He, therefore, 
thought we should: make a more profitable bargain 


nation without security. 
Mr. CLAYTON said that he could vote to | 
gront relief to the city of Washington, because, 
1ad the Government paid taxes on its property | 
in the same manner that the citizens had, the | 
sum would have amounted to more than was | 


given to it by this bill; but this principle did not 





| apply to the towns of Georgetown and Alexan- 


dria, and he must, therefore, vote against the bill. 
He could vote for it if applied to Washington 
alone, but as he could not vote for Washington 
unconnected with the other towns, he must op- 
pose the whole bill. ; 

The question was then taken on striking out 
the second section; and it was decided in the neg- | 
ative—yeas 13, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Ewing of Illinois, Kent, King of | 
Alabama, Nicholas, Porter, Preston, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Wall, Webster, and Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Grun- 
dy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Moore, 
Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Shepley, Swift, and Tomlinson—26. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, then moved to amend 


| the amendment of the House, so as to provide | 
| that the stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 








held by the corporations of Washington, George- 
| town, and Alexandria, shall be deposited with 
| the Secretary of the Treasury, who is empow- 
ered to sell the same at any time within ten 
years, and reimburse the money advanced by 
this bill. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he felt bound to inquire, | 
before we should consent to take this stock, either | 
positively or conditionally, whethey it was sub- 
ject to further calls by the company—Whether, 

y taking a mortgage, or a transfer, we were 
subjecting the Government to further payments, 
before we should attempt to protect our interests 
in a manner which would, in fact, merely incur 
further indebtedness ? 

Mr. WRIGHT said he would reply to the 
Senator from Massachusetts, that, according to 
his understanding of the matter, a further call 
would be most desirable to the Government, in 
case we took the stock. He supposed the only 
consequence of a failure to pay, in case of a call, 
would be a forfeiture of the stock; and it seemed 
to be the only way in which we could get rid of 
it. He believed he was not mistaken, and that 
the privilege of forfeiture,in case of further calls, 
would be left to us. 

Mr. WEBSTER (sitting in his seat) said, I 











hope so. 
Mr. Kine’s amendment was then agreed to: and 





On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, it was referred 
ommittee on Claims. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, May 14, 1836. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Committee 
of the Whole House was discharged from the 


'| further consideration of a bill to provide for the 
|| to be taken was not equal to the actual payment || 


ayment of certain pensioners of the United 
States at Wheeling, in Virginia, and the same 
was read the second time, and ordered to be en- 
rossed for a third reading; subsequently, the 
ill was passed. 
On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


ggs, of Kentucky, on the pension 


name of Benjamin Bri 
roli. 


On motion of Mr. HALL, of Maine, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
Daniel Gregg on the pension roll. 

Mr. HAWES asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up and consider, for one hour, 
the resolution heretofore offered by him in rela- 
tion to the West Point Academy; which being 
objected to, Mr. H. moved to suspend the rules 
for that purpose; which was negatived. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, asked the consent 
of the House to submit a resolution, making the 
bill for the survey of certain rivers and roads 
therein named the special order for half an hour 
on Tuesday next, from twelve o’clock; provided, 
that length of time should be necessary for its 
disposition. It was objected to. 

Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, moved that the 
morning hour of Tuesday next be set apart for 
the consideration of the bill to extend the pro- 
visions of the pension act of 1832; which being 
objected to, Mr. A. moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose stated, and asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion; which were ordered, and were 
—yeas 88, nays 72. ; 

wo thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. CHAPIN made an ineffectual effort to sub- 
mit a motion appropriating one hour on Tues- 
day, the 24th instant, for the consideration of the 
resolution from the Senate, and the bill of the 
House, in reference to the Smithsonian legacy. 

Mr. SEVIER made an earnest appeal to the 
House to set apart Wednesday and eee 
next, from ten to twelve o’clock, for the consid- 
eration of bills relating to the Territories, exclud- 
ing the bills for the formation of new States. 

Objection being made, Mr. SEVIER moved to 
suspend the rules, which was negatived. 

Mr. GRAYSON made an ineffectual effort to 
set apart the first Monday in June for the con- 
sideration of a bill for the establishment of a navy- 
_ and naval depot at Charleston, South Caro- 

ina. 

The resolution heretofore reported by Mr. Con- 
nor, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, setting apart Thursday next, from 
twelve o’clock, for the consideration of the bill 
changing the organization of the Post Office De- 
partment; and the bill to establish certain post 
routes and to alter and discontinue others, were 
again taken up. 

The motion to lay the resolution on the table, 
and the motion to substitute one for twelve 
o’clock, were negatived. 

The resolution was then agnees to,—112 (more 
than two thirds) voting in the affirmative. 


DEPOSIT BANKS. 


The resolution heretofore reported by Mr. 
Owens, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
fixing a day for the consideration of the bill regu- 
lating the deposits of the pablic moneys in cer- 
tain local banks, was taken up. 

Mr. OWENS proposed to amend the resolu- 
tion by providing that the foregoing bill should 
be made the special order from one o’clock,on 
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the day succeeding the disposition of the appro- 
priation bills, and should be considered from day 
to day until disposed of. Mr. O. adverted to the 
importance of the bill, and hoped that the resolu- 
tion would be adopted. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the amend- 
ment; by providing that, previous to acting on the 
deposit bill, the bills now on the Speaker’s table 
should be disposed of. 

Mr. MILLER moved to postpone the resolu- 
tion until Monday; which was lost. 

Mr. TOUCEY suggested to the gentleman 
from Ohio to modify his motion, so as to confine 
it to the bills establishing the northern boundary 
of Ohio, avd for the admission of Michigan and 
Arkansas into the Union. 
people of Michigan had been entitled, by the fun- 





damental laws of the land, to be admitted intothe |) 


Union. 


The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that || 


a question of priority of business was not debat- 
able. 


Mr. OWENS had no objection to the amend- | 


ment proposed by the gentleman froth Ohio. 
Mr. BOON inquired whether, if the resolution 
was adopted, it would not interfere with the bill 


to graduate the price of the public lands? He |) 
would object to every proposition which would || 
give precedence to any other measure over the || 


one which he had named 


The morning hour havingexpired, Mr. WHIT- 
TLESEY, of Ohio, called for the orders of the | 


day. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman 


would permit the question to be taken on the || 


resolution. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY persisted in his motion; | 


and the House passed to the consideration of the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY—PRIVATE BILLS. 


The following engrossed bills were read the || 


third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of William Hewes; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Keefer; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Bashford; 

A bill for the relief of Bernard Pompilly; 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Lucas; 

A bill for the relief of John Cowper; 

A bill for the relief of the Lexington (Ohio) Rail- 
road Company; 

A bill for the relief of James Whitsell and 
Jacob Stewart; 

A bill for the relief of John S. Devlin; 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Green; 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue to David J. Talbot 
a patent for a quarter section of land; 

A bill for the relief of Thaddeus Tuttle; 

A bill for the relief of James Steel; 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Grainger; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of William Graham, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the widows and orphans 
of the officers, seamen, &c., of the schooner 
Wild Cat; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons; 

A bill for the relief of Davis Hunt; 

A bill for the relief of William York; 

A bill for the relief of Relief Harris; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lathrop Allen, deceased; — F 


A bill from the Senate for the relief of the rep- | 


resentative of Robert Jouet, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of James Taylor; 

A bill for the relief of John Dahl; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Platt; 

A bill for the relief of Scioto Evans; 

A bill for the relief of the sureties of Nicholas 
Kern; 
A bill for the relief of Doctors J. E. B. Findley, 
and A, X. Deas; 

A bill for the relief of William Walker, Abra- 
ham Woodall, and heirs of Samuel Brown; 


A bill for the relief of Joseph B. Folsom and | 


the owners and crew of the schooner Galaxy; 
A bill granting a pension to Colonel William 
wrence; 
A bill for the relief of Theodore Stanwood, 
Samuel W. Brown, and John Woodbury; 
A bill for the relief of John Howell; 
A bill for the relief of James Baldridge ; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Hunt; 


For four years the | 


|| ico, and read; as follows: 


| | the dea 


A bill for the relief of John Pickard; 
A bill for the relief of Richard Martin; 
|| A bill for the relief of John Randolph Clay; 
| Agbill for the relief of James L. Stokes, and 
| for other purposes; 
| A bill for the relief of Daniel Bush; 
| A bill for the relief of Peter Dimick; 
| A bill providing that John Smith be placed on 
| the list of invalid pensioners; 
|| A bill for the rélief of the representatives of 
|| Jacob Shoemaker, deceased; 
'| A bill for the relief of Peter Cook, a soldier in 
|| the late war; 
| A bill for the relief of Samuel Kincaid; 
A bill for the relief of John H. Holland; 
A bill for the relief of John Jeffers; 
| A bill for the relief of Joshua Pilcher; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Gilbert and 
|| others; 
A bill for the relief Wealthy Barker, widow of 
;| Isaac Barker, deceased; 
'| <A bill for the relief of Job Wood; 
A bill for the relief of George Elliott; 
A bill for the relief of John Bennett; 
A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Gunnison; 
A bill for the relief of James Herron; 
A bill granting a pension to Samuel Cole; 
A bill granting a pension to John F. Wiley; | 
A bill for the relief of William Pollard’s heirs; | 
A bill granting a pension to James Stevens; 
A bill for the relief of Don Louis Rosamond | 
Orillon was rejected; but subsequently, at the | 
request of Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, (who | 
was absent when the vote was taken,) | 
Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to recon- 
sider the vote rejecting the bill; which was car- 
ried; and the further consideration of the bill was | 
|, postponed for the present. 


\| UNITED STATES—MEXICO—TEXAS. 


A message from the President of the United | 
|| States was received by the hands of Mr. Don- | 
|| ELSON, relating to the affairs of Texas and Mex- | 








In compliance with a resolution of the House of Repre- | 
|| sentatives of the 10th instant, I transmit reports from the | 
|| Secretaries of State and War, with the papers accompany- | 


ing the same. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasuineton, May 14, 1836. 


| The message and documents were referred to 
| the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
|| be printed, 





PEA PATCH ISLAND. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill to authorize a compromise, and to secure to 
| the United States the title to the Pea Patch Island, 
|| in the river Delaware. 
| The question being on the passage of the bill, 
|| it was advocated by Messrs. DICKERSON, 

PEYTON, REYNOLDS of Illinois, PHILO C. 
|| FULLER, and o wn by Mr. HOWARD. 
| Mr. MILLIGAN obtained the floor, but gave 
| way toa motion for an adjournment, which was 

carried; and the House adjourned. 








Monpary, May 16, 1836. 


Mr. SHEPLEY presented the credentials of 


| IN SENATE. 

| 

} the Hon. Joun M. Nites, elected by the Legis- 
'| Jature of the State of Connecticut a Senator from 
e, tg a the vacancy occasioned by 
of the Hon. Nathan Smith. 


The oath to support the Constitution of the 


| that S 


by the Vice President. ° 


| PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

| Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition ofsundry | 

| citizens of Bristol, Rhode Island, praying for the 
| 


| | United States was then administered to Mr. Nixes 


erection of a custom-house; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 
INDEPENDENCE OF TEXAS. 

Mr. MANGUM presented a series of resolu- 
tions ssenten by a meeting of citizens of Burke 
| county, North olina, on the subject of the 

affairs of Texas, recommending the acknowledg- 

ment by the Government of the United States of 
} the independence of that country. 
_ Mr. PRESTON said, he had recently had oc- 
| casion to express his hopes, his wishes, and his 


| feelings, in regard to the affairs in Texas, and as 
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| expressed by him before. 


most glorious results ever achieved. 





his views were known in relation to them, he was 


| not disposed to trouble the Senate at this time 
with any further expression of them. And yet 


he could not recognize the honor conferred on him 
by the mention of his name in the resolutions 
just presented, without reiterating the sentiments 
He could not tell wh 

the honor was done him in this case, unless it 
were on account of his devotion to the cause of 
civil liberty generally throughout the world. He 


| adverted to the coincidence in point of time be- 
| tween the receipt of those resolutions and this 


glorious intelligence from Texas of one of the 
It was ata 
loomy period in the cause of Texas when the 
exican Governor had advanced to our own 


| borders, with a well-disciplined army flushed with 


victory, and in his progress had marked his foot- 
steps with blood, when he (Mr. P.) gave utter- 
ance to the impulse of his feelings the other day. 
He then used epithets which were prompted by 
the natural feelings of hisheart. But he had now 


| no feeling against Santa Anna, for he was, thank 





God, a prisoner, or perhaps a corpse, and he was 
ready to proclaim glory to God in the highest! 
The effect of that victory had opened up a cur- 
tain toa most magnificent scene. This invader 
had come on at the head of his force, urged on 
by no ordinary er ae an infuriate fanat- 
icism—by a superstitious Catholicism, goaded 
on by a miserable priesthood, against that invin- 
cible Anglo-Saxon race. It was once a war of 
religion and liberty. And when that noble race 
engaged in war, victory was sure to perch upon 
their standard. This was not merely the retribu- 
tion of the cruel war upon the Alamo, but that 
tide which was swollen by this extraordinary 
victory would roll on, and roll on, and roll on; 


| and it was not in the spirit of prophecy to tell 





| 
| 





when it would stop. 

He adverted to « period when these Halls were 
animated in a controversy between Mexico and 
Spain, in which, although too young to partici- 


|| pate in it, yet he remembered his heart beat high 


on that occasion for the cause of freedom. The 
Anglo-Saxon race was a population to which lib- 
erty belonged, and from which liberty could not 
be eradicated. Look (said he) across to the Gulf 
of California, and one government will overspread 
that whole extent of country. Mexico, it was 
known, raised her army with difficulty; for it was 
well known that there was a part of the people 
there who were republican, and that Santa Anna 
had brought the army he led into the field him- 
self, and that he was the soul of it. He was now 
cut off, and the impression upon the public mind 
would be such, that the spirit of the South and 
Southwest would pour thousands of volunteers 
on the scene of action, to putan end to the strug- 
gle; and when they had once put their foot upon 
the Alamo, they would not look back, but onward, 
onward, would be their march. 

The Mexican Government had now no foothold 
—Santa Anna was now no more, and there was 
no Mexican Government. Texas had achieved 
her liberty; she had swept her foes off the land 
by her valiant achievements. She had con- 
quered in her own rights, and by her own arms, 
while we had stood by witnessing the struggle 
for liberty. 
Texas might or might not belong to us, or us 
to it; but talking, as the people there did, the 
same language with us, and having the same feel- 
ngs with us, they were too homogeneous not to 
belong to us. They were with us, and for us, 
and we were with and for them. 

Wishing all happiness, success, and pro&perity 
to Texas, he declared his readiness to receive her 


‘| the moment her achievements had sealed her inde- 


pendence. He was not prepared at this time to 
go the length asked of him in the reSolutions. A 
short Waiting of events was ne before defi- 
nite action could be had. But the tidings were 
on the wing; and but give him the fact that Texas 
was a government de facto, and he pled him- 
self, for one, to go for the recognition of her inde- 
ndence instanter. 

Mr. P. concluded by tendering his hearty re- 
sponse t» the sentiments of the people of the 
county of Burke, in North Carolina, and his 
acknowledgments for the honor they had done 
him in the mention of his name. 


-_ « tte wee eee eo ee A 





1836. 


Mr. WALKER said he had, upon the 22d of 
April last, called the attention of the Senate to the 
struggle in Texas, and suggested the reservation 
of any surplus that might remain in the Treasury | 
for the purpose of acquiring Texas from whatever | 
Government might remain the Government de 
facto of that country. At that period, (said Mr. 
W..,) no allusion had been made, he believed, by 
any one in either House of Congress to the situa- | 
tion of affairsin Texas. And now, (said Mr. | 
W.,) upon the very day that he had called the | 
attention of the Senate to this subject, it appeared 
that Santa Anna had been captured, and his arm 
overthrown. Mr. W. said he never doubted this 
result. When, on the 22d of April last, resolu- 
tions were introduced before the Senate by the 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Morrts,] requesting 
Congress to recognize the independence of Texas, 
he (Mr. W.) had opposed laying these resolu- | 
tions on the table, and advocated their reference 
toacommittee of the Senate. Mr. W. said he 
had addressed the Senate then under very differ- 
ent circumstances from those which now existed. 
The cries of the expiring prisoners at the Alamo 
were then resounding in our ears; the victorious 
usurper was advancing onward with his exterm- 
inating warfare, and in the minds of many all 
wac gloom and despondency; but (Mr. W. said) 
the published report of our proceedings demon- 
strated that he did not for a moment despond; 
that his confidence in the rifle of the West was 
firm and unshaken; and that he had then declared 

that the sun was not more certain to set in the 
western horizon, than that Texas would maintain | 
her independence; and this sentiment (Mr. W. | 
said) he had taken occasion to repeat in the debate 
on this subject in the Senate, on the 9th of May | 
last. Mr. W. said what was then prediction is 
now reality; and (Mr, W. said) his heart beat 
high, and his very pulse throbbed with delight, 
in contemplating this triumph of liberty. Sir, 
(said Mr. W.,) the people of thevalley of the 
Mississippi never could have permitted Santa 
Anna and his myrmidons to retain the dominion 
of Texas. 

Look (said Mr. W.) at the maps, and observe 
the extraordinary corners and angles of our pres- 
ent boundary—that boundary, by the treaty of 
1819, by which Texas was sacrificed; by which 
the valley of the Mississippi was dismembered; | 
by which the great tributaries of the Mississippi, 
the Arkansas for hundreds of miles, and the Reed 
river for a thousand miles, were virtually surren- 
dered to Spain; by which the right to navigate 
the Mississippi was in fact ceded to Spain, and a 
foreign Power placed on Red river within three 
days of New Orleans; atreaty by which the most 
vale territory, and the most important har- 
bors on the Gulf of Mexico were given up—an 
enemy placed within a few hours’ sail of New 
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Orleans, and the command of the Gulf abandoned; || 


a treaty by which five or six States (in the pro- | 
spective) were torn from the banner of the Amer- | 
ican Union; by which the balance of power be- 
tween the North and the South was broken; a 
balance, by establishing which, whilst the North 
maintained its numerical preponderance in the | 
lower House, the South would maintain a major- 
ity in the Senate, and thus each section be pre- 
vented from oppressing the other, and our glorious | 
Union be rendered perpetual! And (said Mr. W.) 
let gentlemen look at the nature of the population 
of Mexico; let them examine Malte Brun, and 
they will find that the valley of the Mississippi | 
never could have permitted Banta Anna to settle 
Texas with the mixed colored races of Mexico. 
He said that, by a reference to Malte Brun, it | 
appeared that of the eight millions that peopled | 
Maxi6s, but one seventh were of the white race, 
and that since that period the expulsion of the 
European Spaniards had still further diminished 
their number. The rest were Africans, Indians, 
Mettizoes, Mulattoes, and Zamboes, speaking 
twenty different languages, and constituting the 
most poisonous compound that could be amalga- 
mated; united in but one thing, their subjection 
toatyrannical priesthood, and their total ignorance 
of the first principles of civil and religious liberty. 
And could this miscalled Republic be permitted to 
dismember the great Valley of the West, to estab- 
lish a government of Zamboes and Mettizoes, of 
Africans and Mulattoes, upon the borders of Lou- 
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isiana and Arkansas, in the very heart of the 
country, commanding the great tributaries of the 
father of waters, constituting an asylum for fugi- 
tive slaves from the West—a people prepared to 
join at any moment in predatory incursions upon 
the frontiers—prepared to unite with and instigate | 

| 





the people of their own colored race within our 
limits to deeds of bloodshed and massacre? No, 
(said Mr. W.,) this never could, it never ought, 
it never would have been permitted by the people 
of the West; and Mr. W. rejoiced that the con- 
flict was over. : 

T he resolutions were then ordered to be 
printed. 


. 


PETITION. ‘ 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented a petition 
from sundry citizens of Alabama, praying for the 
establishment of a post route; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

NEW POST ROUTES. 


_ Mr. MOORE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from New Market, via Madison 
Springs, to Hazelgreen. 

_ Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing a mail route from Salina, Alabama, by Cataw- 
ba, Pleasant Hill, and Bragg’s Store, to Greenville. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
send to the Senate all the information in the possession of 
his Department relating to the capture of Messrs. Chouteau 
and De Mem’s trading party by the Mexican Government, 
and whether any effort has been made by this Government 
to obtain compensation for the property plundered from 
said Chouteau and De Mem, or satistaction for the outrage 
thus perpetrated on our citizens. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House were sey- 
erally read twice and referred: 

A bill for the relief of William Hewes; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Keefer; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Bashford; 

A bill for the relief of Bernard Pompilly; 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Lucas; 

A bill for the relief of John Cowper; 

A bill for the relief of the Lexington and Ohio 
Railroad Company; 

A bill for the mn A of John Whitsell and Jacob 
Stewart; 

A bill for the relief of John S. Devlin; 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Green; 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue to David J. Talbot 
a patent for a quarter section of land; 

A bill for the relief of Thaddeus Tuttle; 

A bill for the relief of James Steel; 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Grainger; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of William Graham, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of the widows and orphans 
of the officers, seamen, &c., of the schooner Wild 
Cat; . 

A bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons; 

A bill for the relief of Davis Hunt; 

A bill for the relief of William York; 

A bill for the relief of Relief Harris; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lathrop Allen, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of James Taylor; 

A bill for the relief of John Dal; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Platt; | 

A bill for the relief of Scioto Evans; 

Pe bill for the relief of the sureties of Nicholas 
ern; 

A bill for the relief of Doctors J. E. B. Find 
ey and A. X. Deas; 

A bill for the relief of William Walker, Abra- 
ham Woodall, and heirs of Santuel Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph B. Folsom, and 
the owners and crew of the schooner Galaxy; 

A bill granting a pension to Colonel William 
Lawrence; 

A bill for the relief of Theodore Stanwood, 
Samuel W. Brown, and John Woodbury; 
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A bill for the relief of John Howell; 

A bill for the relief of James Baldridge; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hunt; 

A bill for the relief of John Pickard; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Martin; 

A bill for the relief of John Randolph Clay; 

A bill for the relief of James L. Stokes, and for 
other purposes; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Bush; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Dimick; 

A bill providing that John Smith be placed on 
the list of invalid pensioners; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Jacob Shoemaker, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Cook, a soldier in 
the late war; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Kincaid; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Holland; 

A bill for the relief of John Jeffers; 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Pilcher; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Gilbert, and 
others; . 

A bill for the relief of Wealthy Barker, widow 
of Isaac Barker, deceased; : 

A bill for the relief of Job Wood: 

A bill for the relief of George Elliott; 

A bill for the relief of John Bennett; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Gunnison; 

A bill for the relief of James Herron; 

A bill granting a pension to Samuel Cole; 

A bill granting a pension to John F, Wiley; 

A bill for the relief of William Pollard’s heirs; 
and 

A bill granting a pension to James Stevens. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 


| and, afterspending some time therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 16, 1836. 
Mr. TOWNS asked the consent of the House 


to submit certain resolutions adopted by a meet- 
ing of the citizens of Macon, Georgia, in relation 
to Texas. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. TOWNS moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose stated. He designed making no re- 
pend on the subject; his desire was simply to 
present the resolutions, have them read, laid on 
the table, and printed. 

Mr. GLASCOCK asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. STORER moved to amend the motion so 
as to enable him also to present the proceedings 
of a public meeting in Cincineadi, Ohio, on the 
same subject. 

Mr. TOWNS accepted the amendment as a 
modification of his motion. 

Mr. PARKER suggested that the motion 
should be amended so as to enable the members 
generally to present petitions. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, moved to lay the mo- 
tion of Mr. Towns, as modified, on the table. 

Messrs. GLASCOCK and STORER simulta- 
neously asked for the yeas and nays on this mo- 
tion; which were ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then laid 
on the table—ayes 83, noes not counted. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Ken- 
tucky on the subject of the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands. The question pending was 
the motion of Mr. WitusaMs, of Kentucky, to re- 
fer the resolutions to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with instfuctions to report a bill distrib- 
uting among the States the revenue derivable from 
the sales of the public lands, to be applied to such 
purposes as the State Legislatures may think 


roper. 

. Mr. GRAVES, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at considerable length. 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. Campne- 
LENG] had said that there would not be more 


ij money in the Treasury at the end of the year 


than to meet the demands of the Government. 
Mr. G. went into a calculation to show what 
amount of money would be in the Treasury, by 
which he showed that there would be in the 








Treasury upwards of seventy-six millions of dol- 
lars at the end of the year; which sum (he said) 
was upwards of fifty millions over and above 
what the Secretary of the Treasury considered 
necessary for the dicbureeusente of the year. He 
then showed that there were large amounts of 
former appropriations which had been made for 
the Navy and other purposes, which could not be 
expended in consequence of the scarcity of labor- 
ers. He contended that this same obstacle existed 
at present, and that it would be useless to make 
larger appropriations than could be expended 
during the year. Supposing, however, that this 
money all could be used, they would still have in 
the Treasury upwards of fifty millions of dollars. 
He replied to the arguments of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. CamBreenc] in relation 
to this distribution of the revenues producing 
consolidation. He did not consider that this came 
very well from the gentleman from New York, a 
State which had drawn more from the Treasury 
than any other, and more than the whole southern 
States together, Kentucky included. He consid- 
ered the arguments of the gentleman from New 
York an attack upon the people themselves. 

He considered the people of New York just as 
independent, notwithstanding that they had been 
fattening on the revenue of the Government, as 
the people of those States which had received none 
of its favors. That State had received millions 
upon millions from the coffers of the General Gov- 
ernment, and still he could not conceive that the 
people were at all debased thereby, notwithstand- 
ing the gentleman from New York had argued 
that a distribution of the revenue would corrupt 
the people. 
kind of doctrine to come from a man professing 
to be a Democrat. 
culation to show the amount of mone 
States would receive, by which he showed that 


| to derive all the benefit, and the Government had 


|| traordinary measure should have obtained prece- | 


|| spoliations prior to 1800, which could not even be 





Mr. G. also went into a cal- || tions of this District. 
which the | 
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able to rm a compromise which would be 
acceptable to a majority of each House. 

r. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, considered 
the amendment more objectionable than the pro- 
vision in the original bill as it passed the Senate, 
on the ground of the power conferred upon the 
nractyar | of the Treasury to sell this stock at any 
time within ten years, and the provision that, if 

| it should sell for more than the amount advanced, 
| the excess should be paid over to the corporations. | 
| If the Government took this stock and ran the | 
| risk of being reimbursed, it should certainly be 
| entitled to all the advantages which might possi- 
bly accrue from a profitable disposition of the 
same. By the amendment the corporations were 


| to sustainall theloss. He hoped the amendment 

would be negatived, and that this bill would be 
ermitted to lie on the table with the unfinished 
usiness, where it ought to be. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked for the yeas and 
nays on concurring in the amendment of the Sen- 
ate; which were ordered. 
| Mr. WISE was opposed to the bill in every 
| shape, whether in the form of agift, or bargainand | 
| sale, and expressed his surprise that such an ex- | 





| dence over the important business of the House. 
| Neither the public nor private business should have 
| been made to give place to this bill. There were 
| claims involving $5,000,000 on account of French 


brought before the House, and which, if ‘examined, 
would be found to be founded in strict justice, | 
and other claims which had been outstanding for | 





This, Mr.G. considered to be astrange || half a century were forced aside for the purpose | 


| of letting in this bill for the relief of the corpora- 


bill, and could not support it upon any ground of | 
policy, reason, or sympathy. The amount of | 





He had looked into this || 


Kentucky would get more than sufficient to estab- ) debt due by the corporations was the result of 
lish and maintain a system of education through- || mismanagement and folly, and it was a matter | 
out the State. He contended that there was great || of indifference to himself and his constituents, | 
danger to bé apprehended from the leaving the whether this stock was owned b foreigners, or | 

ublic money in the situation in which it now was, || by the citizens of this District. If it should be | 





»ecause of the danger to be apprehended from its 











May 16, 
Mr. PARKER conte 


nded that the Senate had 
made the bill worse than it was originally. The 
amendment might affect seriously the interests 
of the United States. The Secretary of the 
Treasury was authorized to sell this stock at any 
time within ten years. He objected to the respons- 
a which was thrown upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and also to making that officer a 
broker. He might determine to sell, and if the 
proceeds should not come up to the expectations 
of the corporations, they would complain that he 
had sold too soon, or he might delay such sale 
until the end of the ten years; and similar com- 

laints might be made that he had waited too 
ong. He hoped the House would adhere to their 
amendments. — 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, that the amend- 
ment of the Senate now under consideration was 
certainly more favorable to the Government than 
the provision in relation to the stock which the 
bill contained when it first came from the Senate, 
The original bill contained a provision that the 
Secretary of the Treasury sight, after the expira- 
tion of ten years, sell the stock in question, and 
apply the avails to the reimbursement of the debt 
now proposed to be assumed for the benefit of 
the three corporations of Washington, George- 
town, and Alexandria. The House amended this 
| provision by making an absolute transfer of the 
stock to the United States. The Senate had 
amended our amendment by mortgaging the stock 
to us, and authorizing the Sonentan of the Treas- 
ury to sell the stock within ten years. He was 
in favor of concurring in the Senate’s amend- 
ment, because itis surely more acceptable to those 
| who want to sever the connections between the 
| Government and the corporations, than was the 
original bill from the Senate. That bound them 
to the stock for the term of ten years, without 
the power of severing them from it. The present 
amendment of the Senate authorized the Secretary 
of the Treasury to sell the stock at any time within 
the ten years; and as it is pretty well understood 
that incorporated companies are not very great 
favorites of the ex€cutive department of this 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


being used hereafter for corrupt purposes. He 


considered a division of the public moneys as the || 


most justand proper mode of getting rid of them, 
and believed that it was desired by nine tenths 
of the people of the country. 

Mr. CUSHING said he desired to give his 
views on the land bill; but not deeming the 
present a fit or auspicious occasion, he moved to 
postpone, until Monday next, the further consid- 
eration of the resolutions of the Kentucky Legis- 
lature, for the purpose of calling the States for 
petitions and memorials; which motion to post- 
pone was agreed to. ; 

The motion herctofore made to reconsider a 


vote whereby a petition of the Trades Union of 


Baltimore was laid upon the table, came up for 
consideration, and was negatived. 


RELIEF OF THE DISTRICT CITIES. 


Mr. W. B. SHEPARD hoped the House 
would take up and consider the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill for the relief of the several 
corporate cities of the District of Columbia. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to suspend 
the rule for the purpose of taking up said bill; 
which was agreed to—ayes 101, noes not counted. 

Mr. SHEPARD moved that the House concur 
in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. JARVIS objected to the amendment of the 
Senate. He was opposed toadvancing this money, 
and holding out the deception, that the Govern- 
ment was to be hereafter reimbursed by the stock 
proposed to be pledged, when it must be evident 


that it was wholly inadequate, and never would |. 


be worth the amount proposed to be advanced. 


He was willing to strike out the stock altogether, 


and let the money be appropriated as a gratuity. 
He was opposed to placin 
the position of a pawnb 
more op 
were to 


g the Government in 
roker; and he was still 
a to holding out a pretense that they 
e reimbursed, when, in fact, they were 
giving away thismoney. He was willing to give 
it, but not in this indirect manner, and he hoped 
that the House would adhere to their amend- 
ments, and a committee of conference might be 


| purchased by the former, it might be their interest 
|| to bring capital to us, and thus be a benefit to us. 
|. Mr. W. was aware that some individuals would 
| be benefited by the passage of this act. In con- 
| sequence of the load of debt hanging over the 
| corporations, taxation was so great that real 
| estate had depreciated to almost nothing. Some 





| hawk-eyed speculators had bought up much prop- | 


‘erty, and if this bill should pass, the property 


| thus purchased would raise one hundred per cent. | 


| in value. It was a matter of no consequence with 
| his constituents whether one set of speculators or 
another should be most successful. In order, 
therefore, to test the sense of the House, he moved 
to lay the bill and amendments on the table, and 
asked for the yeas and nays on the motion; which 
were ordered, and were— 


YEAS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, Bond, 
Bovee, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cushman, Dickson, Effner, James Garland, Gillet, Grant- 
land, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Hardin, Harper, Hawes, 
Haynes, Holsey, Huntsman, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
son, John W. Jones, Lawler, Luke Lea, Lyon, Martin, 
John Y. Mason, William Mason, Maury, McCarty, MeKay, 
McLene, Montgomery, Morgan, Owens, Patton, Peyton, 
Pickens, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Re molds, Roane, 
Robertson, Rogers, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Smith, 
Standefer, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Toucey, 
Towns, Underwood, Vinton, Weeks, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, and Wise—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Anthony, Ashley, Bailey, Beale, Bockee, Borden, Briggs, 
William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, George Chambers, John 
Chambers, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, Corwin, Cramer, 
Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, Denny Dickerson, 
Everett, Fairfield, Farlan, Fry, William K. Fuller, Glas- 
cock, Granger, Grennell, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Harlan, 
Samuel 8. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hoar, How- 
ari, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Ingham, Jabez 
Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, Ben- 
jamin Jones, J , Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, 
| Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Lin- 

coln, Logan, Love, Lucas, Job Mann, Moses Mason, Samp- 
son Mason, May, McKennan McKim, Mercer, Miller, 
Milligan, Moore, Morris, Page, Parker, Patterson, ‘Dutee J: 
Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillis, Potts, 
Reed, Schenck, William B. Shepard, Shinn, Sicklés, Slade, 
Spangler, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Ta lor, 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Web- 
ster, and White—106. : 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the 

e. 


aa 


| 


'| Government, we had a right to hope that if the 
amendment of the Senate should be concurred 
in, the partnership between the Government and 
the corporation would not long continue. 
|| Mr. V. said that he had stated, when this bill 
|| was under discussion here before, that, if we ad- 
|| hered to our original determination of making an 
| absolute transfer of this stock to the Government, 
|| we would not, at this session, pass any law for 
the relief of the District. The truth of that sen- 
|| timent was now more manifest, and he would 
here repeat, that if we rejected the amendment, 
the bill would be lost, and all the hopes of the Dis- 
trict would be blasted. 

Mr. HARDIN agreed with the gentleman from 
New Jersey that the amendment of the Senate 
was more objectionable than the original clause 
in the billfrom the Senate. He contended that 
the mortgage proposed could not be foreclosed 
before the expiration of the ten years, notwith- 
standing the Eeereien that the Secretary should 
proceed to sell the mortgaged stock at any time 
within that period. There was another radical 
error connected with this amendment. If the 
Secretary proceeded to sell this stock, the United 
States did not possess the right to purchase. 
Some individual, as the agent of the mo ers, 
might bid one dollar; and the mortgagee, having 
no power to buy, would lose his money. If no 
pees should bid, there would be an end of the 

usiness. The only remedy would be to add an 
additional Chenat, giving the United States the 
power to “a r. H. understood this whole 

usiness. The object of this bill was to make a 
gratuity colorable only, to prevent the people of 
the United States from knowing it. If they in- 
tended to give this money, let it be done openly 
and directly, and let them have the credit for-so 
doing, and not throw this kind of color over the 
transaction, whereby they appropriated about 
two millions six hundred thousand dollars, and 











wereo receive in exchange property not worth 
half a million; and then they were to 
hereafter with committees of those cities, beg- 
one Congress to give them’this stock. 

he gentleman from New York [Mr. Vanper- 
POEL] had alluded to another ordeal through 








1836. 








which this bill was to pass. This was perhaps | provisions, which appropriated the sum of $14,500 ] missioner of Mexico or Texas, whichever might 
| as a compensation to a surveyor and a commis- || be the Government de facto. 

| sioner on the part of the United States for run- || 
|| ming and fixing the boundary line between the 
|| United States and Mexico, as prescribed by the | 
|| treaty between the two Governments. 


a fiery ordeal at the White House. He did not 
know whether the gentleman had consulted the 
President as to the course which he would pursue | 
on this subject. He might speak from instinct, 
or like a person seeking salt water: the gentle- 
man might have been enlightened by the use of a 


forked stick. At all events, he hoped the Presi- 


le in buying 


not the least difference in poe an one 
rasing it abso- 


this stock as mortgaged, and pure 
lutely. ; 

Mr. MANN, of New York, had voted against 
the bill in all its stages. He should, however, | 
vote for the amendment, as it would make the 
bill far more acceptable than in the form in which 
it passed the House; and as it would doubtless 
pass, he desired thatit should be made as perfect 
as possible. Heshould vote for the amendment, 
principally on the ground that it looked to the 
ultimate dissolution of the connection between 
the Government and this corporation. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, had 
never more anxiously endeavored to discover | 
some plausible pretext to vote for this bill. He | 
had examined every ground upon which this 
measure could possibly be placed, and it appeared 
to him that the only pretense for making this 
appropriation was upon the ground of charity 
and benevolence; and he could never consent to 
legislate upon any such principle. 

Mr. JENIFER urged the House to decide upon | 
the amendment without further debate, and made | 
a few remarks in support of the amendment, as 
the only means of securing relief to the District. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved the previous 
question; which was seconded—ayes 83, noes 48. | 

The main question was then ordered to be put; 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONA 
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Mr. WISE would inquire if the law itself pro- 


| vided for these commissioners; and also if they | 
dent would veto the bill; for there was certainly || 


were invested with full power to determine the 


| boundary, without reference to any ulterior 


| measure on the part of Congress. 


A controversy | 


' was at this moment going on with reference to 
the true meaning of the treaty with Spain and 


Mexico respecting the boundary, as to what was 
the Sabine river; and he was credibly informed 


'| that the President of the United States never con- 
sidered, and did not then consider, what had 


| always been considered, the Sabine to be the Sa- 
| bine in contemplation of the a with Mexico. 
M 


He had had a conversation with Mr. Darby, and 
that distinguished geographer had informed him 


| that there never had been, nor ever could be,a 


dispute about what was the Sabine river; and 


he had sustained his views in a publication in the 


National Intelligencer. Yet Mr. W. understood 
from Mr. Darby thatthe President of the United 
States still contended that what was heretofore 
considered the Sabine, was not the true river as 
contemplated in the treaty. 


Mr. MASON, of Virginia, explained the pro- 
visions of the treaty. That treaty prescribed, as 
far as any treaty could, the boundary between 
the two countries; but an additional article had 
rendered it necessary that the boundary line 


| Should be run, and ascertained by actual surveys. 


and the amendment of the Senate was concurred || 
in, as follows: 1] 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Anthony, Ashley, 
Bailey, Beale, Bockee, Borden, Briggs, Cambreleng, George 
Chambers, Chapin, Childs, Cleveland, Cramer, Crane, 
Cushing, Deberry, Denny, Dickerson, Dromgoole, Evans, | 
Everett, Fairfield, Farian, Fry, William K. Fuller, Glas- 
cock, Granger, Grennell, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, Har- 
lan, Samuel S. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, | 
Hoar, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, William Jackson, | 
Jabez Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, Henry | 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, | 


Laporte, Lawler, Lawrence, Leonard, Lincoln, Logan, || __ Mr. 1} ; 
4 Virginia [Mr. Mason] whetherit was not prema- 


Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, John Y. Mason, 
Moses Mason, Sainpson Mason, McKennan, McKeon, 
McKim, Mercer, Miller, Milligan, Moore, Morgan, Page, | 
Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, | 
Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Schenck, 
William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Spangler, Speight, Standeter, Steele, 
Storer, Sutherland, ‘Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Toucey, 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Web- 
ster, and White—110. 

NAY@— Messrs. Chilton Allan, Ash, Barto& Bean, 
Beaumont, Bond, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, 
Bunch, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cushman, Dickson, Dunlap, Effner, French, James Gar- 
land, Gillet, Grantiland, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Joseph 


Hall, Hardin, Harper, Hawes, Haynes, Holsey, Hopkins, | 


Howard, Howell, Hubley, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Lansing, Luke Lea, Love, 
Lyon, Martin, William Mason, May, McComas, McKay, 
McLene, Montgomery, Morris, Owens, Parker, Patton, 
Peyton, John Reynolds, Roane, Robertson, Rogers, Sey- 


He did not understand that this bill invested either 
the commissioner or surveyor with any other 
pres than devolved upon them by the treaty. 

n the event of disagreement between the commis- 
sioners of the two countries, they would not of 
course execute the duty, butleave it open for fur- 


| ther negotiation between the Governments. That 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| 








mour, Smith, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Towns, 
Underwood, Vinton, Wagener, Weeks, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, and Wise—83. 


SENATE BILLS. 


The following bills from the Senate were read 
twice, and committed: 

A billto provide for the enlistment of boys in 
the Navy: and 

A bill to extend the western boundary of the 
State of Missouri to the Missouri river. 


UNITED STATES AND MEXICO. 


Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, reported the bill from the 
Senate to provide for carrying into effect the 
treaty of limits, and an additional article thereto, 
between the United States and the United Mexi- 
can States; which was read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the *Vhole on the state of 
the Union. 1 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the House then 
went into Committee of the Whole on the above 
bill, (Mr. Howarp in thechair.) 

The bill having been read, . ; 

Mr. MASON made a brief explanation of its 


was the whole purpose of the bill. The treaty 
required that each Government should appoint 
one commissioner and one surveyor, who should 
act together in running the line, and this bill was 


| nothing more than an appropriation for the per- | - ous, 
|| anxious,in our consistent determination to pre- 
| serve our neutrality—too anxious with our pro- 


formance of that duty on our part. 
Mr. PEYTON suggested to the gentleman from 


ture to urge immediate action upon this measure. 
If the intelligence received that morning should 


|| turn out to be true, all controversy with the Gov- 


ernment of Mexico on the subject of our bound- 
ary line was at an end, and the next question 


| would be that of hailing a new-born republic, or | 


acknowledging Texas as an independent and sov- | 
ereign State. If those advices should be con- | 
firmed, we might soon be calle€ upon to negotiate 
with a people who had achieved their liberty and* 
independence, avenged the fall of the Alamo, and 
established their right to be recognized with all 
the powers of a free, sovereign, and independent 
State. He would suggest, therefore, whether it 
would not be expedient to act upon this measure | 


.at some more distant day of the session, and at 


least wait until we knew whether we should carry | 


on negotiations with the authorities of Mexico, | 
or with the authorities of the republican State of | 
Texas. 


Mr. MASON trusted that gentlemen would 
see the necessity of passing this bill, since it | 
was nothing more than to carry out the provis- 
ions of a treaty entered into and ratified by the 
treaty-making Powers of the United States and 
Mexico. So far as the United States were con- 


boundary of the United States was fixed; for he 
presumed it was not the purpose of the Texans 
to acquire any portion of our territory. ‘This 
bill was an indispensable step for the execution 
of the treaty on our part, and would be omnene 
obligatory, so far as the boundary was concerned, 
country. If, hereafter, it should become neces- 
sar 
be fost by placing ourselves in a situation to exe- 
cute the treaty to its letter on our part. 

Mr. PEYTON said, before he could vote for 
this bill, he should wish to introduce in it a pro- 
viso, that our commissioner shall meet the com- 


L GLOBE. | 


, before Congress at all. 
| the proper ume to settle the question of the power 


cerned, the contest now raging in that country | 
in no way affected the treaty under which the 


in any event of the contest now going on in that || 
: \| 
to act with any other State, nothing would | 


| 
| 


463 


Mr. CUSHING thoeght both questions of the 


two gentlemen [Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyron] 
were premature. 
treaty of 1825, which set forth that the Sabine 
should be the western boundary of the United 
States, and that commissioners from both sides 
should meet to determine where the Sabine was. 


Mr. C. then referred to the 


When a disagreement arose, then it would be 
time enough to meet the objection of the gentle- 
man from Virginia. With reference to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, the 


Government of the United States had made a dec- 


laration that it would maintain its neutrality, and 
hold on to its treaty, long since the revolution 
broke out in Texas. Here was a treaty with 
Mexico, requiring certain obligations of duty on 
our part, which ought to be fulfilled. It would 
be time enough to treat with Texas, when she 


_ had fully acquired her independence, but still the 


same boundary would necessarily exist between 
the two countries. This Government was bound 
to continue to remain neutral in the existing con- 
troversy so long as it remained a controversy. 


| The question of recognizing Texas might come 


upon that Congress, but the present was neither 
the fit time nor occasion, and would be prema- 
ture even to agitate it. 

Mr. WISE had only started the question as to 
the power of the commissioners. He now under- 
stood that these commissioners had the sole 
power, if they agreed, of settling the boundary, 
and that it would, in that case, never come up 
He conceived this to be 


of the commissioners, and also with regard to 
ulterior objects. He saw no reason for hurrying 
this bill through atthis time. He did not Gelieen 
that if our commissioners were sent, Santa Anna, 
with his hatids as full as they were, would send 
any on his part. Mr. W. was for postponing 
the subject for the present at least. He knew 
and felt that Texas would be free, and he should 


| make no cool, cold calculations about the matter. 


He had also another reason for postponing this 
bill. It seemed as if we were anxious, by far too 


fessions. We seemed to be too neutral between 
those parties, as if we wished to hasten the exe- 
cution of the treaty with Santa Anna. It might 
come to this, that we might have no boundary 
line to settle, for he wished to sce Texas bone of 
our bone, and flesh of our flesh, under the egis 
of our Constitution. 

Mr. MASON referred to the message of the 
President of the United States of the Sth of the 
present month, in reference to the treaty with 
Mexico, and recommending the appropriation 
embraced in this bill. He expressed an earnest 
hope thatthe discussion of the grave and inport- 
ant questions adverted to would not be indulged 
in on the present occasion. This bill was in no 
sense inconsistent with, nor had it any remote 
bearing upon, any right Texas might at this mo- 
ment possess, or might hereafter acquire. 

With regard to the bill then under considera- 
tion, he. remarked that it came from the Senate 
before the Committee on Foreign Affairs, on Sat- 
urday last, who held a meeting, and unanimously 
determined to report the bill, and recommended 
its passage through the House. At that time no 
intelligence had been received respecting the re- 
sult of the movements in Texas, so that the com- 


| mittee could not be charged with any indecent 


haste in reporting the bill that morning. 
Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, wished this bill 


postponed, fora short time at least, on the ground 
| 


that the aspect of affairs had materially changed 
| since the additional article of the treaty had been 
entered into. If the news of the morning were 
true, the President of the United States would 
| either not appoint commissioners on our part, or 
he would pause at least; and, therefore, Mr. C, 
thought the bill had better be deferred for the 
| present. 
| Mr. PEYTON then moved the amendment he 
| had indicated, providing that the commissioners 
| on the part of the United States be authorized to 
| act with the commissioners appointed by the 
| Government of Mexico, or by the Government 
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of Texas, whichever is recognized 
States as a Government de facto. 
Mr. BOULDIN was Sppeee to the amend- 
ment and in favor of the bill, which would con- 
vinee the world that the United States were will- 
ing to pass all the laws necessary to be passed, 
even between brother and brother. There could 


by the United | 





| where the most expensive, if not the first expedi- 
tions in the United States, were fitted out for 
| Texas, to aid her in her struggles? Have they 
'been told where the President of the United 


| States found it necessary first to inculcate upon 


| the officers of this Government the duty of see- 
| ing that no forces should be enlisted contrary. to 


be no harm in passing the law, under either of | the laws of the Union, for the purpose of being 


the exigencies referred to. He was prepared to 
acknowledge the independence of Texas the mo- 
ment a justifiable cause arose to do 80; but he 
wished to do all that the good faith of the country, 
in the eyes of nations, demanded of us. 

Mr. FHIOAR was strongly opposed to the views 
of certain gentlemen with regard to Texas, and 
for himself, (he said,) whatever might be the re- 
sult in that quarter, he never would give his vote 
for an inch of that territory to become an integral 
partof the United States, under any pretext what- 
ever. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, that but for some 
remarks made by an honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr, Catnoun,] he would not have 
obtruded himself upon the committee; but silence 
under such allegations as had been made against 
northern gentlemen might imply an assent to 
their justice. The honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky had more than insinuated that, while 
the countenances of southern gentlemen were 
beaming with joy and exultation at the recent in- 
telligence from Texas, the faces of gentlemen 
from the North exhibited nought but gloom and 
disappointment. Asa northern man, he (Mr. V.) 
felt himself called upon to repel this charge, aed 
to declard before this House, and the world, that 
he rejoiced, most fully and cordially rejoiced, at 
the triumph in Texas, the recent intelligence of 
which now seemed to animate so many coun- 
tenances here. He rejoiced with a joy that he 
would always feel, when a gallant band, strug- 
gling for freedom, no matter in what portion of 
the globe, triumphed over the forces of a despot; 
and his joy upon this occasion was enhanced by 
the sealiiindion: that the victory here was one 
over a tyrant, who, if one half of the enormities 


| he will be able to tell 


| 

| 

| 
} the belief that such an accession to our territory 
| 

} 

| 

| 


imputed to him were true, had not only intro- | 


duced more than savage cruelty into civilized 
warfare, but disgraced the age in which we live. 
But at the same time he must be understood as 
indulging in the sympathies which he here ex- 
pressed as a man and not as alegislator. He had 
already lived too long not to be aware that, as a 
general rule, it was extremely unsafe, when act- 
ing upon subjects of national policy or national 
interest, to take counsel from our passions or our 
sympathies. Those public functionaries who 


ielded too suddenly to their impulses were often | 


lerayel into ea which proved them 
unwise and unsafe counselors. 


Mr. V. 


j 


| 


| marched against a nation with which we were 

at peace? Askthe United States district attor- 
| ney of the southern district of New York, and 
ou. 

Mr. V. said that he had been not a little sur- 
prised at sentiments which had been uttered here 
| to-day, at hopes and predictions that had been 

indulged in, as to the fruits to us that would flow 
from the triumphs of the Texan arms. The hon- 
orable gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had | 
indeed taken time by the forelock, for he had told 

us that he looked forward with joy at the prospect 
of the annexation of Texas to this Confederacy, 
and seemed to derive much of his exultation from 


would serve to extend the “ terra firma’’ upon 
which the slave interest of the South could rest. 

Mr. V. said he would not say, for he did not 
now know, what course he would take, how he 
would vote, should a proposition here be made to 


| annex Texas to the United States; but he was | 
|| free to sa 


y that, ifhe should ultimately be induced 
to oppose its annexation to the United States, he 
would not do so from the apprehension that it 
would strenghten the influence and enlarge the 
sphere of the slave interest. He firmly believed 
that the contrary would be its effect; that it would 


| he would not so far jeopard the peace and 
| perity of his pratersl it 
| relinquish her long and well-tried policy, as to 











secure to the free States accessions in this vicinity 
| which would more than counterbalance the addi- 
| tion of Texas to the slave interest. Admit Texas 
| into the Union, and the day would not be far dis- 
| tant when Virginia, yes, old Virginia, with all her 
| high moral influence, Maryland, (and he would 
| almost add North Carolina,) would be numbered 
among the anti-slave States. The fine and produc- 
tive sugar lands of Texas, so eminently adapted 
to slave labor, would justify the prices for slaves 
there which, in the event of its being annexed to 
the Union, would, in a very short time, drain at 
least three of the present slaveholding States of 
their black population; for already were the cot- 
ton regions of the new States of Alabama and 
Mississippi making heavy drafts for laborers 
upon the slaveholders of Maryland, Virginia, 
and North Carolina; and if you were to add to 
the Union that immense territory now about to 
be wrested from the sanguinary rule of the ruth- 
less Santa Anna, a region in which the sugar-cane 
will spring up so luxuriantly, and, my word for 
it, we of the North would soon be able to hail 
‘* the Old Dominion,’’ with some two or three of 





said, he was nota little surprised to || her sisters, as non-slaveholding States. Ifaslave, 


see how suddenly the tune of gentlemen was || worth only five hundred dollars here, would com- 


changed in relation to the feelings of the North, 


| 


and particularly of a portion of that State which | 


he had the honor in part to represent, in relation 
to the struggle in Texas. 


But a few days ago, | 


and we are told, that this revolution was the | 
work, in part, if not chiefly, of New York spec- | 


ulators, who had made large purchases of lands | 


in Texas, and were now, in the guise of philan- 
thropy, exciting the citizens or subjects of Santa 
Anna to insurrection, for the purpose of consum- 
mating their unhallowed speculations. Have 
gentlemen forgotten the unmeasured denunci- 
ations with which an editor of a New York paper 
was visited here, because of an article in his 
paper in relation to Texas, which was read from 
the Clerk’s desk? Were we not then told, that 
the “* vile editor of that journal’’ (as he was termed) 
was one of that miserable band of speculators 
who were willing to swell their pecuniary 


profits at the expense of the peace of States, and | 


the blood of valuable citizens? but now, for 
reasons that it requires but little sagacity to un- 


derstand, we of the North, who had but a few | 


weeks ogo been so culpably instrumental in get- 
ting up this resolution, are not to be permitted to 
share in the joy which all freemen ever feel at 
the triumphs of the brave votaries of liberty. 
Sir, we will rejoice, we do rejoice, though some 
gentlemen from the South seem to fancy that, 
upon that occasion, they have the right to monop- 
olize this privilege. Have gentlemen learned 


mand a thousand dollars in Texas, it would be 

calculating against all the potent laws of self- 
|interest to presume that the slaveholder here 
would not part with his slaves. He could never, 
therefore, oppose the incorporation of Texas in 
the Union from any considerations connected with 
slavery. 

Mr. V. said he had another word to say before 
he sat down, in support of one of the positions 
with which he had started. Hestated that the sym- 
pathy which he felt at the triumph of the Texan 
arms, he cherished as a man, and not as a legisla- 
tor. He must first have erased from his mind 
those lessons of wisdom which had been taught 
by the Father of his Country as to the danger of 
intermeddling as a Government with the affairs of 
other nations, before he could consent or vote to 
\\ lend this Government to any foreign struggle, 
|| however meritorious. The word “ neutrality,” 
‘| not * entangling alliances,’’ indicated the policy 
\| with which the wise men who established this 
fair fabric of freedom supposed the true interests 
of our country to be connected. It was almost 
superfluous to urge that a Government like ours 
could not long exist if it pursued an officious in- 





termeddling policy with™the affairs of other na- 
tions. We had in our day and generation seen 
and heard enough of oppression under other 
dynasties—enough of the s les of the brave 
to become free, to have often filled our bosoms 


with anxious hope andagonizing sympathy. Still 





we could not, without a dereliction of that policy 
in which our true interest lies, lend to the o 

pressed abroad the strong arm of this Govern. 
ment; we could not in our public capacity, with- 
out forgetting our duty to our constituents, and 
our country, like Peter the hermit, fix a stra 

on our necks, and sally forth on a crusade against 
despots. We had too much to do at home; and 
if we once entered upon this herculean task of 
setting the world free, and straightening the affairs 
of other nations, we would soon find our hands 
entirely too full. He (Mr, V.) belonged to a 
border State. He heard a great deal said about 
the abuses which the colonists north of him suf- 
fered—those colonists, many of whom were his 
friends and his kindred. He would not say, for 
he did not know, whether their complaints were 
well or ill-founded; but if their grievances were 


| real, and not imaginary, he would lend them the 


tear of sympathy as a man and a relative; but he 
would not so far forget his duty as a legislator— 
ros- 
e would not so suddenly 


connect this Government with the convulsions 
that might at any future time agitate the northern 
section of North America. As an individual, he 
might admire, yes, he was free to say, he did ad- 
mire, that spirit of chivalry which had prompted 
many gallant spirits of this country to go to the 
aid of their neighbors in Texas, without the sanc- 
tion of their Government; but he could not at 
this late day abruptly abandon those principles, 
those lights which had guided this nation to such 
a summit of happiness and prosperity, and con- 
nect it with the struggles and revolutions of other 
nations, though they might be conflicts between 
freedom and despotism. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. HOL- 
SEY; when, on motion of Mr. MANN, of New 
York, the committee rose. 

Mr. JARVIS moved that the Committee of 
the Whole be discharged from the considera- 
tion of the bill from the Senate providing for 
the enlistment of boys in the naval service of 
the United States, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, May 17, 1836. 


The Chair communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Navy on the subject of transfers 
of the balances of appropriations. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented thirteen memo- 
rials fr@m citizens of Philadelphia, prayingfor the 
acknowledgment of the independence of Texas. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Martin 
Thomas, praying compensation for extra ser- 
vices; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Mississippi, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a*post road; whieh Ses referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

On motion of Mr. NAUDAIN, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Alphonso Wetmore. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee 
on Public Lands was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of Augusta 
College, Kentucky. ‘ 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom had been referred the petition of 
William R. Robertson and others, reported a bill 
for their relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. W.., from the same committee, to whom 
had been referred the resolution of the Senate on 
the subject of ee to complete the ornaments 
of the east front of the Capitol, reported a joint 
resolution authorizing the President to consult 
with distinguished artists and men of taste, and 
to procure plans and drawings for the purpose of 
selecting the most appropriate plan for a group 
of statuary for the contemplated purpose; the 
whole to Le submitted to Congress at its next 
session. The resolution was read, and o 
to a second reading. 
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